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To  revise  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  “ An  Act  dividing  the  cities  of 
this  state  into  three  classes,  regulating  the  passage  of  ordinances, 
providing  for  contracts  for  supplies  and  work  for  said  cities,  author 
izing  the  increase  of  indebtedness  and  the  creation  of  a sinking  fund 
to  redeem  the  same,  defining  and  punishing  certain  offences  in  all  of 
said  cities  and  providing  for  the  incorporation  and  government  of 
cities  of  the  third  class,”  approved  May  twenty-third,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four.  As  amended  by  an 
Act  providing  for  the  division  of  the  cities  of  the  state  into  five  classes, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  April  eleventh.  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  for  the  exercise  of  certain  Cities  divided  into 
corporate  powers  and  having  respect  to  the  number,  character,  powers  ® 
and  duties  of  certain  officers  thereof,  the  cities  now  in  existence,  or 
hereafter  to  be  created,  in  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  divided  into 
five  classes. 

Those  containing  a population  of  three  hundred  thousand  or  over,  1st  class, 
shall  constitute  the  first  class. 

Those  containing  a population  less  than  three  hundred  thousand,  class 

and  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand,  shall  constitute  the  second  class. 

Those  containing  a population  less  than  one  hundred  thousand,  3d  class. 

and  exceeding  thirty  thousand,  shall  constitute  the  third  class. 

Those  containing  a population  less  than  thirty  thousand,  and  ex-  fth  class 

cecding  twelve  thousand,  shall  constitute  the  fourth  class. 

Those  containing  a population  less  than  twelve  thousand,  shall  . , 

, , « , , ’ om  class, 

constitute  the  fifth  class. 

The  corporate  powers  and  the  number,  character,  powers  and  du- 
ties of  the  officers  of  cities  of  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
classes,  now  in  existence,  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth, 
shall  be  and  remain  as  now  provided  by  law,  except  where  otherwise 
provided  by  this  act. 

KEW  WARDS. 


Section  2.  Wards  in  cities  may  be  divided,  or  new  wards  therein 
created,  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  on  ap- 
plication thereto  for  that  purpose  by  the  petition  of  at  least  one  hun- 
dred qualified  electors  thereof,  or  of  the  councils  of  such  city;  and 
upon  such  petition  praying  for  a division  of  a ward,  or  for  the  erection 
of  a new  ward  out  of  parts  of  two  or  more  wards,  the  said  court  shall 
appoint  five  impartial  men  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting  the 
pray-r  of  councils ; and  it  shalUae  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  so 
appointed,  or  any  four  of  them,  to  examine  the  premises,  to  make  a 
draft  of  the  ward  to  be  divided,  showing  the  division  thereof,  or  of  the 
new  ward  proposed  to  be  created,  as  the  case  may  be  ; and  they  shall 
make  report  thereof  to  the  said  court  of  quarter  sessions  at  its  next 
term,  together  with  their  opinion  of  the  same  ; and  at  the  term 
after  that  at  which  the  report  shall  be  made,  the  court  shall  take 
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such  order  thereupon  as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable.  If 
the  commissioners  report  favorable  to  such  division  or  creation,  the 
court  shall  order  a vote  of  the  qualified  electors  to  be  taken  on  the 
question  of  a division  thereof,  and  shall  appoint  an  election  to  be  held 
on  the  day  of  the  municipal  or  genertil  election,  when  the  election  offi- 
cers of  the  ward  or  wards  proposed  to  be  divided  shall  hold  such  elec- 
tion at  the  places  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  regulation 
of  municipal  elections.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  of  such  city 
to  give  at  least  fifteen  days’  notice  by  advertisements  in  at  least  three 
newspapers,  if  so  many  be  printed  in  said  city,  and  by  handbills  poster 
in  the  most  public  places  in  said  ward  or  wards,  that  such  an  election 
will  be  held,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  same.  The 
judges  and  inspectors  of  election  of  said  ward  or  wards  shall  receive 
from  the  electors  thereof  written  or  printed  tickets  having  on  the  out- 
side the  word  ‘‘division,”  and  on  the  inside  the  words  “against  divis- 
ion,” or  “for  division,”  and  deposit  the  same  in  a box  to  be  provided 
for  that  purpose.  The  officers  of  such  election  shall  count  the  said 
tickets  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  and  shall  forthwith  make  out 
a return  showing  the  number  of  votes  for  and  against  a division,  and 
shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of 
the  proper  county  within  three  days ; and  the  said  clerk  shall  record 
the  same  and  lay  the  return  before  the'eourt  at  its  then  next  sessions 
If  it  appear  that  a majority  of  the  votes  so  taken  are  for  a division,  the 
said  court  shall  thereupon  order  and  decree  a division  of  the  said  ward 
or  wards,  agreeably  to  the  lines  marked  out  and  returned  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  shall  number  the  new  wards,  and  shall  cause  a certified 
copy  of  the  whole  proceedings  to  be  placed  of  record  among  the  min- 
utes of  councils.  If  a majority  votes  have  been  against  a division, 
no  further  action  shall  be  had  upon  such  proceedings,  nor  shall  any 
new  application  for  a division  of  said  ward  or  wards  be  heard  for  three 
years  from  the  date  of  such  election. 

COUNCILS — GENERAL  PROVISIONS. 

Section  3.  The  legislative  power  of  every  city  shall  be  vested  in 
the  councils  thereof,  which  shall  consist  of  two  branches,  the  select 
and  the  common  council.  . The  term  of  office  of  the  members  of  select 
councils  shall  be  two  years,  and  of  the  common  councils  one  year,  ex- 
cept in  cities  of  the  first  class,  where  the  term  of  office  of  member.!  of 
select  councils  shall  be  three  years  and  of  the  common  councils  two 
years. 

No  ordinance  shall  be  passed  through  councils  except  by  bill,  and 
no  bill  .shall  be  so  altered  or  amended  on  its  passage  through  either 
branch  as  to  change  its  original  purpose. 

No  bill  shall  be  considered  unless  referred  to  a committee,  returned 
therefrom  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  ; and 

No  bill  shall  be  passed  containing  more  than  one  subject,  which 
shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  its  title. 

Section  4.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  at  length  in  each  branch. 
All  amendments  made  thereto  shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem. 
bers  before  the  final  vote  is  taken  on  the  bill ; and  no  bill  shall  become 
a law  upon  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  introduced  or  repirted.  On 
its  final  passage  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  same  be  entered  on  the 


journal,  and  a majority  of  the  momhcrs  elected  to  each  branch  be  re- 
corded thereon  as  voting  in  its  favor. 

No  amendment  to  bills  by  one  branch  shall  be  concurred  in  by  the 
other,  except  by  the  vote  of  a majority  of  the  members  elected  thereto 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  those  voting  for  and  against 
recorded  upon  the  journal  thereof;  and  reports  of  committees  of  con- 
ference shall  be  adopted  in  either  branch  only  by  the  vote  of  a majority 
of  the  members  elected  thereto,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names 
of  those  voting  recorded  upon  the  journals. 

Every  legislative  act  of  the  councils  .shall  be  by  resolution  or  ordi- 
nance ; and  every  ordinance  or  resolution,  except  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided shall,  before  it  takes  effect,  be  presented,  duly  engrossed  and 
certified  to  the  mayor  for  his  approval. 

The  mayor  shall  sign  the  said  r-esolution  or  ordinance,  if  he  ap- 
prove it,  or  return  the  same  to  the  branch  of  councils  wherein  such 
resolution  or  ordinance  originated,  within  ten  days,  or  at  the  next 
meeting  of  councils  after  ten  days  have  expired,  if  he  does  not  approve 
it,  with  the  reasons  therefor  ; and  if  thei’eupon  each  branch  of  councils 
pass  the  same  within  five  days  of  each  veto,  by  a vote  of  three  fifths  of 
all  the  members  elected  to  each  branch,  it  shall  become  effective  as 
though  the  mayor  had  signed  the  same  ; it  shall  equally  become  effec- 
tive if  he  should  neglect  to  return  the  same  within  such  ten  days. 

The  mayors  of  cities  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  classes,  shall 
supervise  the  conduct  of  all  city  officers,  examine  the  grounds  of  all 
reasonable  complaints  made  against  any  of  them,  and  cause  all  of  their 
violations  or  neglect  of  duty  to  be  promptly  punished  or  reported  to 
the  proper  tribunal  for  correction ; and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  ho 
is  hereby  empowered  to  issue  subpoenas  and  compulsory  i^rocess  for 
the  production  of  such  persons  and  such  books  and  pai^ers  as  he  may 
deem  necessary. 

Section  5.  The  councils  of  every  city  shall  prescribe  by  ordinance 
the  number,  duties  and  compensation  of  the  officers  and  employees  of 
each  branch,  and  no  payment  shall  be  made  from  the  city  treasury,  or 
be  in  any  way  authorized,  to  any  person  except  to  an  officer  or  em- 
ployee elected  or  appointed  in  pursuance  of  law  and 

No  ordinance  shall  be  passed,  except  by  a two-third  vote  of  both 
councils,  and  approved  by  the  mayor,  giving  any  extra  compensation 
to  any  public  officer,  servant,  employee,  agent  or  contractor  after  sei- 
vices  shall  have  been  rendered  or  contract  made,  nor  nroviding  for  the 
payment  of  any  claim  against  the  city,  without  previons  authority  of 
law  ; and  any  officer  drawing  any  warrant,  or  passing  any  voucher  for 
the  same,  or  paying  the  same,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and 
on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  a fine  not  exceeding  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Section  6.,  All  stationery  printing,  paper  and  fuel  used  in  the 
councils,  and  in  other  departments  of  the  city  government,  and  all 
work  and  materials  required  by  the  city,  shall  be  furnished,  and  the 
printing  and  all  other  kinds  of  work  to  be  done  for  the  city,  shall  be 
performed  under  contract  to  be  given  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder, 
under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  ordinance  ; and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  councils  forthwith  to  enact  such  ordinances  ; no 
member  or  officer  of  councils,  or  any  department  of  the  city  govern - 


Votes  concurring 
in  amendments 
and  on  reports  of 
conference,  to  be 
by  yeas  and  nays. 


Resolutions  and 
ordinances  to  be 
engrossed  and  cer- 
tified to  mayor. 


Of  their  approval. 


Veto. 

When  to  become 
laws  over  veto, 
and  by  limitation. 


Mayors  to  super- 
vise conduct  of 
officers. 


Oouncils  to  pro- 
scribe. number, 
&c  . of  officers  of 
each  branch. 


No  extra  compen- 
sation to  officers 
or  contractors. 


Stationery,  print- 
ing, Nc.,  to  be 
given  by  . ontract 
to  lowest  bidder 


Ulficcrs  not  to  he 
interested  in  con- 
tracts. 


Payment  of  mon- 
eys from  treasury. 


Bribery  by  mem- 
bers of  councils. 


Bribery  of  mem- 
bers of  councils. 


Interested  mem- 
bers shall  not  vote. 


forfeiture  of  olflce 
to  be  the  penalty 
therefor. 


S inkins  fund  tax 
to  bo  levied. 


How  to  bc.opplied 


Increase  of  debt  of 
1st  class  cities 
beyond  seven  ]K'r 
cent,  on  vaUiulija 
authorized. 


meiils,  shall  ho  in  any  way  intiiicstf'il  in  such  cont,ra('.t.s,  (lircbt.ly  nr  indi- 
rectly, either  at  its  inception  or  during  the  progress  of  its  fullillment, 
or  furnish  any  materials  or  supplies  or  labor  for  such  contracts. 

Section  7.  No  money  shall  he  paid  out  of  the  city  treasury  except 
upon  appropriations  made  by  law,  and  on  warrant  drawn  by  the  proper 
officer  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Section  8.  A menihcr  of  councils  who  shall  solicit,  demand  or 
receive,  or  consent  to  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  himself  or  for 
another,  from  any  company,  corporation,  or  person,  any  money,  office, 
appointment,  employment,  testimonial,  reward,  thing  of  value  or  en- 
joyment, or  of  personal  advantage,  or  promise  thereof,  for  his  vote  or 
official  influence,  or  for  withholding  the  same,  or  with  an  understand- 
ing expressed  or  implied  that  his  vote  or  official  action  shall  be  in  any 
way  influenced  thereby,  or  who  shall  solicit  or  remand  any  such  money 
or  other  advantage,  matter  or  thing  aforesaid  for  another,  as  the  con- 
sideration of  his  vote  or  official  influence,  or  for  withholding  the  same, 
or  shall  give  or  withhold  his  vote  or  influence  in  consideration  of  the 
payment  or  promise  of  such  money,  advantage,  matter  or  thing  to  anoth- 
er, shall  be  held  guilty  of  bribery  and  shall  upon  conviction  thereof  be 
punished  by  flue  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  by  separate 
and  solitary  confinement  at  labor  for  a period  not  exceeding  five 
years,  and  shall  be  forever  incapable  of  holding  any  place  of  profit  or 
trust  in  this  commonwealth. 

Section  9.  Any  person  who  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  offer, 
give  or  promise  any  money  or  thing  of  value,  testimonial,  privilege  or 
personal  advantage  to  any  member  of  councils  to  influence  him  in  the 
performance  of  any  of  Ids  public  or  official  duties,  shall  be  guilty  of 
bribery  and  be  punished  in  such  manner  as  that  offence  is  by  law  pun- 
ishable. 

Section  10.  A member  who  has  a personal  or  private  interest  in 
any  measure  or  bill  proposed  or  pending  before  councils,  shall  disclose 
the  fact  to  the  hianch  of  which  he  is  a member  and  shall  not  vote 
thereon.  If  such  interested  member  shall  vote  without  disclosing  his 
interest  in  such  measure  or  bill,  and  the  same  he  carried  by  his  vote, 
such  member  shall  forfeit  his  office. 

Section  11.  That  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a sinking  fund  for 
the  gradual  extinguishment  of  the  bonds  and  funded  debt  of  the  re- 
.spective  cities  of  this  commonwealth,  the  councils  of  each  thereof  shall 
annually,  (until  payment  of  the  bonds  and  funded  debt  be  fully  pi’o- 
vided  for)  levy  and  collect,  in  addition  to  the  other  taxes  of  said  corpora- 
tion, a tax  of  not  less  than  one  mill,  and  not  exceeding  three  mills, 
upon  the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  property  of  each  of  said  cities, 
to  1)3  called  the  sinking  fund  tax,  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasui-y,  and  shall  be  applied  towards  the  extinguishment  of  said  bonds 
and  funded  debt  in  the  order  of  the  date  of  issue  thereof,  and  to  no 
other  pnrpo.se  whatever  ; and  said  bonds  when  purchased,  shall  be 
coaspiouonsly  .stamped  to  show  that  they  were  purchased  for  the  sink- 
ing fund  of  said  city,  and  the  intere.st  on  said  bonds  shall  he  collected 
and  used  in  like  manner  with  the  taxes  collected  for  said  sinking  fund. 
The  councils  of  any  city  of  the  first  class,  the  debt  of  which  now  ex- 
ceeds seven  per  centum  upon  the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  property 
th  '.rein,  shall  1)3  and  they  ai'c  hereby  authorized  to  increase  the  said 
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debt  one  per  centum  upon  such  valuation  : Provided,  That  no  money 
shall  hereafter  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  said  cities,  unless 
the  ordinance  or  other  authority  authorizing  the  same  shall  have  been 
introduced  at  one  stated  meeting  of  the  common  council,  and  the  draft 
thereof  published  in  at  least  two  of  the  newspapers  of  the  city,  daily, 
four  weeks  before  the  final  consideration  and  passage  thereof  by  the 
said  common  council ; and  at  any  stated  meetings  of  the  select  council 
held  at  least  one  week  after  the  final  consideration  of  any  such  ordi- 
nance by  the  common  council,  the  select  council  may  consider  and  act 
upon  any  such  ordinance  ; but  the  select  council  shall  not  originate 
any  ordinance  or  other  authority  for  borrowing  money  ; and  no  loan 
shall  be  authorized  without  a vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number 
of  members  of  each  council  : And  provided  also,  That  the  specific  pur' 
pose  or  purposes  for  which  the  said  loan  is  authorized  shall  be  dis- 
tinctly set  out  in  the  said  ordinance,  and  that  the  moneys  received  for 
said  loan  shall  not  be  used  for  any  purposes  other  than  those  so  stated  : 
And  provided  f arther.  That  the  said  city  shall,  at  or  before  the  time  of 
authorizing  the  said  loan,  provide  for  the  collection  of  an  annual  tax 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  also  the  principal  of  the  said  loan 
within  thirty  years. 

Section  12.  No  portion  of  the  property  of  any  of  said  eities  shall 
be  used  for  purposes  of  private  gain  by  any  official,  councilman,  agent 
or  employee  of  said  city,  or  of  any  department  thereof,  nor  shall  the 
same  be  wilfully  used  or  injured,  or  sold  or  disposed  of  in  any  manner, 
without  the  consent  of  councils,  by  any  such  official,  councilman,  agent 
or  employee.  Nor  shall  any  official,  councilman,  aeent  or  employee  or 
said  city,  or  any  department  thereof,  be  interested,  either  directly  of 
indirectly,  either  personally  or  as  a member  or  officer  of  any  firm,  com- 
pany or  corporation  contracting  with  the  said  city,  or  any  department 
thereof,  for  the  use,  lease,  occupation  or  employment  of  any  of  the 
works,  material  or  property  of  said  city  ; and  any  breach  of  the  pi-o- 
visions  of  this  section  shall  be  a misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  or  either,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court  trying  the  fame  ; and  upon  such  conviction,  the  party 
oftending  shall  be  forthwith  removed  from  his  office  or  employment, 
and  shall  not  be  eligible  to  appointment  to  any  place  of  profit  or  trust 
under  said  city  or  any  department  thereof. 

Section  13.  That  the  municipal  authorities  and  courts  having 
jurisdiction  in  any  city  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  have  exelusive 
eontrol  and  direction  of  the  opening,  widening,  narrowing,  vacating  and 
changing  grades  of  all  streets,  alleys  and  highways  within  the  limits  of 
sueh  city,  and  may  open  or  widen  streets  of  such  width  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  by  such  city  authorities  and  courts  ; proceedings  to 
be  had  in  such  cases  as  are  now  required  by  law.  Streets  commenced 
under  any  special  authority  shall  be  completed,  unless  otherwise  de- 
cided by  councils  ; and  any  of  said  cities  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
courts  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  enter  security  for  dam- 
ages to  private  property  by  reason  of  street  improvements,  in  such 
sum  or  sums  as  the  said  court  may  direct. 

Section  14.  Cities  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  class  shall  be  char- 
tered whenever  a majority  of  the  electors  of  any  town  or  borough,  or  of 
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any  two  contiguous  towns  or  boroughs,  having  a popul  ition  of  at  least 
ten  thonsand,  shall  vote  at  any  general  election  in  favor  of  the  same  ; 
and  whenever  the  corporate  authorities  of  any  such  town  or  borough  shall, 
by  resolution  thereof,  duly  passed  and  recorded  among  the  minutes  there- 
of, determine  to  hold  an  election  upon  the  question  of  becoming  a city, 
they  shall  give  notice  thereof,  during  at  least  four  weeks  immediately 
prior  to  the  next  general  election,  in  all  of  the  newspapers  published  in 
said  town  or  borough,  that  such  an  election  will  be  held  ; and  at  the  said 
genera''  election  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  and  judges  of  elec- 
tion within  said  town  or  borough,  to  receive  tickets,  either  written  or 
printed,  from  the  electors  therein,  qualified  to  vote  by  the  constitution  of 
this  state,  labelled  on  the  outside  “ city  charter,”  and  containing  on  the 
inside  “ for  city  charter  ” or  “against  city  charter,”  and  to  deposit  said 
tickets  in  a box  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose  ; and  the  tickets  so  re- 
ceived .shall  be  counted  and  a return  thereof  made  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  proper  county,  and  a dupli- 
cate return  thereof  to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  each  duly  cer- 
tified in  the  manner  required  by  law  ; and  in  receiving  and  counting,  and 
in  making  returns  of  the  votes  cast,  the  inspectors,  judges  and  clerks  of 
said  election  shall  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  regu- 
lating general  elections  ; and  all  the  voters,  inspectors,  judges  and  clerks 
voting  at  and  in  attendanse  upon  the  elections  to  be  held  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  election 
laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

Section  15.  Whenever  by  the  returns  of  elections  in  any  town  or 
borough  aforesaid  it  shall  appear  that  there  is  a majority  against  a city 
charter  no  further  proceedings  shall  be  had,  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
hold  another  election  upon  that  question  in  that  town  or  borough  for 
three  years  thereafter ; if  it  shall  appear  by  the  said  returns  that  there  is 
a majority  in  favor  of  a city  charter,  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth 
shall  issue  letters  patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  reciting  the 
facts,  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  said  city  and  constituting  the  same 
a body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  city  of  , 

and  the  corporate  authorities  of  any  such  town  or  borough  shall,  within 
sixty  days  after  such  election,  furn'sh  to  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth the  necessary  information  in  regard  to  tli^e  boundaries  of  the  said 
city. 

Section  1G.  Upon  the  application  by  petition,  signed  by  a majority 
or  more  of  the  taxable  citizens,  owners  of  any  out  lots  or  section  of  land 
not  less  than  forty  acres  lying  adjacent  to  any  city  of  the  third  class,  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  b/^iie  county  in  which  such  city  is  located, 
stating  that  the  taxable  citizens  residing  oi.  said  out-lots  or  adjacent  sec- 
tion of  land  desire  to  be  annexed  to  said  city,  the  necessity  therefor,  dc  • 
SI  libing  the  land  or  lots  to  be  annexed,  with  a map  or  draft  of  the  same 
showing,  which  petition  shall  be  sworn  to  by  one  or  more  of  the  petition 
ers  and  accompanied  by  a joint  resolution  of  the  councils  of  said  city  ap- 
proving of  the  annexation,  the  said  court  shall  thereupon  appoint  five 
viewers  to  inquire  into  and  investigate  the  allegations  and  facts  stated  by 
the  petitioners  in  their  petition,  and  they,  or  a majority,  shall  make  report 
to  said  court  at  its  next  session  after  their  appointment ; if  they  report 
that  they  find  the  statements  and  facts  of  said  petition  to  be  ti  ae  and  rec- 
ommend the  annexation  as  prayed  for,  the  said  court  shall  thereupon 
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make  an  order  or  decree  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  and  said  section  of 
land  or  out  lots  shall  erer  thereafter  he  a part  of  said  city,  subject  to  its 
jurisdiction  and  government,  as  fully  as  if  the  same  had  been  originally  a 
part  of  said  city.  The  cost  of  the  proceedings  in  all  cases  shall  he  paid 
by  said  city.  If  the  report  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  adverse  to  the 
praver  of  the  petitioners  the  same  shall  he  dismissed. 

PROPERTY  VESTED. 

Section  17 . That  all  the  property  and  estates  whatsoever,  real  and 
personal,  of  the  town  and  borough  which  shall  thus  have  become  a city  of  the 
third  class,  are  hereby  severally  and  respectively  vested  in  the  corpor 
ation  or  body  politic  of  said  city,  its  successor,  by  the  name,  style  and 
title  aforesaid,  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  thereof  for- 
ever ; and  until  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  shall  be  duly  organized 
under  this  act  the  charter  of  the  said  town  or  borough  shall  continue  in 
full  force  and  operation,  and  all  officers  under  the  same  shall  be  appointed 
and  hold  their  officers  as  they  now  may  or  can  do  by  law  ; and  as  soon  as 
the  charter  obtained  under  this  act  shall  go  into  operation  all  suits,  pros- 
ecutions, debts  and  claims  whatever  shall  by  force  thereof  become  trans- 
ferred to  the  said  city,  which  in  all  suits  pending  shall  be  substituted  as 
party  therein,  and  be  under  the  management  and  control  thereof,  as  fully 
and  completely  as  if  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  said  charter  ; and 
all  claims  and  demands,  of  whatever  nature,  whether  payable  presently 
or  in  future,  existing  against  the  said  town  or  borough  when  the  said 
charter  shall  go  into  operation,  shall  by  force  thereof  be  recoverable  from 
or  against  the  said  city  : Provided,  That  where  two  or  more  towns  or 
boroughs  shall,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be  consolidated  into  a 
city,  and  where  any  city  heretofore  incorporated  and  accepting  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  shall  have  been  formed  by  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more 
towns  or  boroughs,  and  it  shall  have  been  provided  in  the  act  of  incor- 
poration of  said  city,  that  each  of  said  towns  or  boroughs  should  pay  its 
own  prior  indebtedness,  the  debt  or  debts  of  each  of  said  towns  or  bor- 
oughs contracted  prior  to  such  consolidations  shall  be  paid  by  such 
towns  or  boroughs  respectively,  and  for  the  liquidation  of  the  same  the 
authorities  of  such  city  shall  have  power  to  adjust  and  provide  for  the 
same,  and  shall  have  power  to  levy  separate  rates  of  taxation  on  all  pro 
perty  subject  to  taxation  within  the  boundaries  of  the  said  towns  or  bor- 
oughs respectively. 

CORPORATE  POWERS. 

Section  18.  From  and  after  the  issuing  of  the  said  letters  patent  the 
said  city  shall  be  a body  corporate  and  politic,  shall  have  perpetual  suc- 
cession and  shall  have  power. 

First.  To  sue  and  be  sued. 

Second . To  purchase  and  hold  real  and  personal  property  for  the  use 
of  the  city. 

Third.  To  lease  or  to  sell  and  to  convey  any  real  or  personal  pro- 
perty owned  by  the  city,  and  to  make  such  order  respecting  the  same  as 
may  be  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Fourth.  To  make  all  contracts  and  do  all  other  acts  in  relation  to 
property  and  affairs  of  the  city  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  its  corporate 
or  administrative  powers. 

Fifth.  To  have  and  use  a corporate  seal,  and  alter  the  same  at 
pleasure  ; and  every  such  seal  shall  have  upon  it  the  word  “ Pennsylva- 
nia,” the  name  of  the  city  and  the  date  of  incorporation. 


Payment  of  costs. 
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class  cities,  to  be 
vested  in  cities. 


Suits  to  become 
transferred. 


Claims  against 
such  towns. 


Corporate  powers, 
defined. 


How  to  be  exer- 
cised. 


Number  and  qual- 
ifications of  coun- 
cilmen. 


Mayors  to  control 
cities  and  enact 
ordinances. 


May  enact  ordi- 
nances for  certain 
purposes. 


Levy  10  mill  tax. 


Open  and  improve 
streets,  make  side- 
waiks,  itc. 


Impose  poll  tax. 
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Sixth.  To  exercise  such  other  and  further  powers  as  are  or  may  be 
conferred  by  law. 

The  powers  hereby  granted  shall  be  exercised  by  the  mayor  and 
councils  of  sucl{  cities  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

MEMBERS  OP  COUNCIL - 

Section  19.  Each  of  the  wards  of  said  city  shall  have  one  member 
of  the  select  council  of  the  said  city,  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
ward  from  which  he  shall  be  elected,  and  who  shall  be  qualified  to  serve 
as  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  commonwealth  ; and  each  of  the  said 
wards  shall  have  two  members  of  the  common  councils  of  the  said  city, 
and  shall  have  in  addition  thereto  one  member  of  the  common  council  of 
the  said  city  for  every  three  hundred  taxable  inhabitants,  and  for  every 
fraction  thereof  exceeding  in  number  two  hundred,  who  shall  be  an  inhab- 
itant of  the  ward  from  which  he  shall  be  elected,  and  qualified  to  serve  as 
a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  commonwealth  ; and  no 
ward  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  four  members  of  common  councils  ; in 
cities  containing  twelve  wards  or  more,  each  of  the  said  wards  shall  have 
but  one  member  of  the  common  council,  and  shall  have  in  addition  thereto 
one  member  for  every  four  hundred  taxable  inhabitants,  and  for  every 
fraction  thereof  exceeding  in  number  three  hundred  ; Provided,  That  in 
any  city  of  the  third  class  in  which  the  number  of  wards  shall  be  less  than 
five,  each  ward  shall  elect  two  members  of  select  council. 

Section  20.  The  mayor  and  councils  of  each  city  of  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  classes,  governed  by  this  act,  shall  have  the  care,  management 
and  control  of  the  city  and  its  finances,  and  shall  have  the  power  to  enact 
and  ordain  any  and  all  ordinances,  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  state,  and  such  as  it  shall  deem  expedient  for  the  good  gov- 
ernment of  the  city,  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  good  order,  the 
suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,  the  benefit  of  trade  and  commerce, 
and  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  such  other  ordinances, 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  such  powers  into  effect, 
and  the  same  to  alter,  modify  or  repeal  at  pleasure. 

The  said  cities  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  classes  coming  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  in  their  corporate  capacities,  are  authorized  and 
empowered  to  enact  ordinances  for  the  following  purposes,  in  addition  to 
the  other  powers  granted  by  this  act. 

Clause  1.  To  levy  and  collect  taxes  for  general  revenue  purposes, 
not  to  exceed  ten  mills  on  the  dollar,  in  any  one  year,  on  all  the  real, 
personal  and  mixed  property  within  the  limits  of  said  cities,  taxable  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  valuation  of  such 
property  to  be  taken  from  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  taxable  property 
therein  made  under  the  provisions  of  law  regulating  the  same . 

Clause  2.  To  open  and  improve  streets,  avenues  and  alleys,  make 
sidewalks  and  build  bridges,  culverts  and  sewers  within  the  city,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  the  same,  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  same  from  the  general  revenue,  or  by  assessments  on  real 
estate  benetitted  thereby,  as  provided  in  clauses  thirty  two  and  thirty- 
three  of  this  section,  and  also  to  make  assessments  therefor  as  provided 
in  clauses  three  and  four,  to  wit : 

Clause  3.  To  impose  a poll  tax  not  exceeding  one  dollar  on  all  able 
bodied  males  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  fifty  years. 

Clause  4 To  levy  and  collect  license  tax  on  auctioneei's,  contractors, 


druggists,  hawkers,  peddlers,  bankers,  brokers,  pawnbrokers,  merchants 
of  all  kinds,  grocers,  confectioners,  resiauranfs,  butchers,  taverns,  public 
boardinghouses,  dram  shops,  saloons,  li(iuor  sellers,  billiard  tables,  bowl- 
ing alleys,  and  other  gaming  tables  ; drays,  hacks,  carriages,  omnibuses, 
carts,  wagons,  street  railroad  cars  and  other  vehicles  used  in  the  city  for 
pay;  lumber  dealers,  furniture  dealers,  saddle  or  harness  dealers,  sta- 
tioners, jewelers,  livery  stable  keepers,  pavement  stands,  real  estate 
agents,  express  companies  or  agencies,  telegraph  coinp  inies  or  agencies, 
shows,  theatres,  and  all  kinds  of  exhibitions  for  pav,  and  regulate  the 
same  by  ordinance 

Clause  5,  To  restrain,  prohibit  and  suppress  tippling  shops,  billiard 
tables,  bowling  alleys,  houses  of  prostitution  and  other  disorderly  houses 
and  practices,  games  and  gambling  houses,  desecration  of  the  Sabbath 
day  commonly  called  Sunday,  and  all  kinds  of  public  indecencies. 

Clause  6,  To  make  regulations  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  con- 
tagious diseases  into  the  city,  to  make  quarantine  laws  for  that  purpose, 
and  enforce  the  same  within  five  miles  of  the  city. 

Clause  7,  To  erect,  establish  and  regulate  hospitals,  workhouses  and 
poor  houses,  and  to  provide  for  the  government  and  support  of  the  same. 

Clause  8.  To  make  regulations  to  secure  the  general  health  of  the 
city,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  nuisances. 

Clause  9 To  have  at  all  times  the  exclusive  right  to  supply  with 
water,  the  city  and  such  persons,  partnerships  and  corporations  therein 
as  may  desire  the  same,  at  such  prices  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  have  all  at  times  the  unrestricted  right  to  make,  erect 
and  maintain  all  pioper  water  works,  machinery,  buildings,  cisterns, 
reservoirs,  pipes  and  conduits  for  the  raising,  reception,  conveyance  and 
distribution  of  water,  or  to  make  contracts  with  and  authorize  any  per- 
son, company  or  association  to  erect  all  proper  water  works,  machinery, 
buildings,  cisterns,  reservoirs,  pipes  and  conduits  for  the  raising,  recep- 
tion, conveyance  and  distribution  of  water,  and  give  such  persons,  com 
pany  or  association  the  exclusive  privilege  of  furnishing  water  as  afore 
said,  for  any  length  of  time  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Clause  10.  To  establish,  regulate  and  support  night  watch  and  po- 
lice, and  define  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  same 

Clause  11.  To  provide  for  and  regulate  the  lighting  of  the  streets 
and  the  erection  of  lamp  posts. 

Clause  12.  To  purchase  and  own  grounds  for  and  to  erect  and  es- 
tablish market  houses  and  market  places,  and  to  regulate  and  govern  the 
same ; and  also  to  contract  with  any  person  or  persons,  or  association  of 
persons,  companies  or  corporations,  for  the  erection  and  regulation  of  said 
market  houses  and  market  places,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  and  in 
such  manner  as  the  council  may  prescribe,  and  raise  all  necessary  revenue 
therefor  as  herein  provided. 

Clause  13  To  provide  for  the  erection  and  government  of  ar^y  and 
all  useful  or  necessary  buildings  for  the  official  use  of  the  city. 

Clause  14.  To  provide  by  ordinance  for  the  erection  or  purchase  of 
lock-ups  or  watch  houses  in  some  convenient  part  of  said  city,  for  the 
detainer  and  confining  of  vagrants  and  persons  arrested  by  the  police 
officers,  until  the  persons  so  arrested  can  be  taken  before  the  proper  mag- 
istrate for  hearing  and  committed  to  prison  or  discharged ; hut  no  person 
shall  be  detained  in  said  watch  house  for  a longer  time  than  twenty-four 
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hours,  except  upon  the  order  of  a magistrate  legally  authorized,  who  may 
commit  such  person  for  further  hearing. 

Clause  15.  To  provide  for  removing  officers  of  the  city  for  miscon- 
duct, whose  offices  are  created  and  made  elective  by  this  act,  and  shall 
have  power  to  create  any  office  that  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  good 
government  and  interest  of  the  city. 

Clause  16.  To  regulate  the  police  of  the  city  and  to  impose  fines,  for- 
feitures and  penalties  for  the  breach  of  any  ordinance,  and  also  for  the 
recovery  and  collection  of  the  same,  and  in  default  of  payment,  to  pro 
vide  for  confinement  in  the  city  prison,  or  to  hard  labor  in  the  citj'  upon 
the  streets  or  elsewhere,  for  the  benefit  of  the  city. 

Clause  17.  To  regulate  and  prescribe  the  powers  and  duties  and 
compensation  of  all  officers  of  the  city. 

Clause  18.  To  require  from  all  officers  and  agents  elected  or  ap- 
pointed, bonds  and  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties. 

Clause  19.  To  have  the  exclusive  right  at  all  times  to  supply  with 
gas  light  the  said  city,  and  such  persons,  partnerships  and  corporations 
therein  as  may  desire  the  same,  at  such  prices  as  may  be  agreed  upon; 
and  also  at  all  times  to  have  the  unrestricted  right  to  make,  erect  and 
maintain  the  necessary*  buildings,  machinery  and  apparatus  for  manu- 
facturing and  distributing  the  same,  or  to  make  contracts  with  and  au- 
thorize any  person,  company  or  association  so  to  do,  and  to  give  such 
persons,  company  or  association,  the  exclusive  privilege  of  supplying  gas 
as  aforesaid  for  any  length  of  time  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Clause  20.  To  establish,  alter  and  change  the  channels  of  water 
courses,  and  to  wall  them  and  cover  them  over,  to  establi.sh,  make  and 
regulate  public  wells,  cisterns,  aqueducts  and  reservoirs  of  water,  and  to 
provide  for  filling  the  same. 

Clause  21.  To  regulate  the  running  at  large  of  cattle,  hogs,  horses, 
mules,  sheep,  goats,  dogs  and  other  animals,  and  to  cause  such  as  may  be 
running  at  large  to  he  impounded  and  sold  to  discharge  the  costs  and 
penalties  provided  for  the  violation  of  such  prohibitions  and  the  expense 
of  impounding  and  keejiing  the  same  and  of  such  sale ; to  regulate  and 
provide  for  taxing  the  owners  and  harborers  of  dogs,  and  to  destroy  dogs 
found  at  large  contrary  to  any  ordinances  regulating  the  same. 

Clause  22.  To  provide  for  the  erection  of  all  needful  pens,  pounds 
and  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  city  within  or  without  the  city  limits,  and 
to  appoint  and  compensate  keepers  thereof,  and  to  establish  and  enforce 
rules  governing  the  same. 

Clause  2.3.  To  regulate  the  construction  of  and  order  the  suppression 
of  and  cleaning  of  fire  places,  chimneys,  stoves,  stove  pipes,  ovens,  boil- 
ers, kettles,  forges  or  any  apparatus  used  in  any  building,  manufactory 
or  business  which  may  be  complained  of  by  any  citizen,  before  the  mayor, 
as  dangerous  in  causing  or  promoting  fires,  and  to  prescribe  limits  within 
which  no  dangerous  or  obnoxious  and  offensive  business  may  be  carried  on. 

Clause  24.  To  prescribe  limits  within  which  no  buildings  shall  ho 
constructed  except  of  brick,  stone  or  other  incombustible  material,  with 
fire-pi’oof  roof,  and  to  impose  a penaUy  for  the  violation  of  such  ordinance. 

Cla.use  25.  To  procure  fire  engines,  hooks,  ladders,  buckets  and  other 
apparatus,  and  to  organize  fire  engines,  hook  and  ladder,  bucket  compa- 
nies, and  to  prescribe  rules  of  duty  and  the  government  thereof,  with  such 
penalties  as  the  council  may  deem  proper,  to  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  to  make  all  necessary  appropriations  therefor. 

Clause  26.  To  provide  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
levees,  and  to  establish  and  enforce  suitable  police  regulations  for  the 
protection  of  persons  and  property  at  public  squares,  parks  depots,  depot 
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grounds  and  other  places  of  public  resort. 

Clause  27.  To  provide  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
bridges  or  other  crossings  over  railway  tracks  at  the  intersection  of  public 
streets,  and  to  enter  into  contracts  with  railroad  or  railway  companies  in 
reference  to  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  same;  and  also  to 
make  reasonable  regulations  concerning  the  rate  of  speed  at  which  rail- 
way engines,  cars  and  trucks,  shall  pass  upon  or  across  the  streets  within 
the  built  portions  of  said  cities. 

Clause  28.  To  establish  standard  weights  and  measures  to  be  used  in 
the  city,  and  to  regulate  the  weighing  and  measuring  ot  every  commodity 
sold  in  the  city,  in  all  cases  not  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Clause  29.  To  provide  for  the  inspection  and  weighing  of  hay,  grain 
and  coal,  and  the  measuring  of  wood  and  fuel  to  be  used  in  the  city,  and 
to  determine  the  place  or  places  of  the  same,  and  to  regulate  and  prescribe 
the  place  or  places  of  exposing  f ir  sale,  hay,  coal  and  wood,  to  fix  the 
fees  and  dutie.s  of  persons  authorized  to  perform  the  duties  named  in  this 
sub-division. 

Clause  30.  To  remove  all  obstruction  from  the  side  walks,  curb- 
stones, gutters  and  cross-walks  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  or  occupiers 
of  the  ground  fronting  thereon,  or  at  the  expense  of  the  person  placing 
the  same  there,  and  to  require  and  regulate  the  plantmg  and  protection 
of  shade  trees  in  the  streets,  the  building  of  cellar  and  basement  ways  and 
all  other  excavations  through  and  under  the  side-walks  in  said  city. 

Clause  31.  To  make  and  establish  such  and  so  many  rules  and  reg- 
ulations as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  for  the  better  regulation  of 
porches,  porticoes,  benches,  door-steps,  railings,  bulk  or  jut  windows, 
areas,  cellar  doors  and  cel'ar  windows,  signs  and  signposts,  boards,  poles 
or  frames,  awnings,  awning  posts  or  other  device  or  thing  projecting  over, 
under,  into  or  otherwise  occupying  the  side-walk  or  other  portion  of  any 
of  the  street^,  lanes  and  alleys,  and  in  relation  to  boxes,  bales,  barrels' 
hogsheads,  crates  or  other  articles  of  merchandise,  lumber,  coal,  wood, 
ashes,  building  materials,  o-  any  other  article  or  thing  whatsoever,  placed 
in  or  upon  any  of  the  said  foot-ways,  side-walks  or  other  portion  of  the 
said  streets  or  alleys,  and  2or  the  better  protection  and  regulation  of  mar- 
kets, market  stands  and  market  houses. 

Clause  32.  To  cause  to  be  g -aded,  paved  or  macadamized  any  public 
street,  lane  or  alley  or  parts  thereof,  which  is  now  or  may  hereafter  be 
laid  out  and  opened  in  any  of  the  said  cities,  and  have  the  same  set  with 
curb-stones,  and  to  provide  for  the  levy  and  collection  of  the  cost  and 
exnense  of  the  same  from  the  owners  of  the  real  estate  bounding  and  abut- 
ting thereon,  by  an  equal  assessment  on  the  feet  from  bounding  or  abut- 
ting as  afoiesa’d;  but  councils  shall  not  order  any  street,  lane  or  alley  or 
any  part  thereof  to  be  paved,  except  upon  the  petition  of  a majority  of 
the  persons  holding  real  estate  on  said  street,  lane  or  alley,  or  the  part 
thereof  proposed  to  be  graded  or  paved;  and  councils  shall  provide  by 
ordinance  for  assessing  the  damages  sustained  by  any  property  from  the 
grading  of  any  street,  lane  or  alley  under  this  act,  upon  the  property  that 
may  be  benefitted  thereby,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  or  owners  of 
property  adjoining,  to  regulate,  grade,  pave  and  re-pave,  curb  and  re-curb 
thesaidfoot-waysor  side- walks  ; and thesaid ordinances,  rules  andregula- 
tions  to  execute  under  the  direction  or  superintendence  of  such  person  or 
persons  as  they  may  authorize  or  appoint,  and  the  same  to  enforce  by  suita- 
ble penalties,  which  penalties  and  the  expense  of  paving  and  re-paving, 
curbing  and  re-curbing  as  aforesaid,  shall  he  recoverable  before  any 
alderman  of  said  city,  or  before  any  court  having  jurisdiction,  in  the  same 
manner  that  debts  of  like  amount  are  by  law  recoverable. 
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Clause  33.  To  provide  for  the  .assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  not 
exceeding  one  per  centum  upon  the  assessed  valuation  in  any  one  year 
on  all  persons,  real  and  person.al  property  and  all  other  matters  and 
things  within  said  city  taxable  for  state  and  county  purposes,  for  the  pay 
ment  of  loans  to  support  the  government  and  make  the  necessary  im- 
provements in  said  city ; and  the  assessors  in  the  several  wards  shall  per- 
form the  duties  of  city  assessors  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  and  the  orditiances  of  said  city;  all  taxes  assessed  and  levied  upon 
real  estate  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  the  laws  and  ordinance  of  said  city, 
shall  be  a lien  on  such  real  estate  from  the  time  of  such  levy,  and  the  lien 
hereby  created  shall  have  priority  to  and  shall  he  fully  paid  and  satisfied 
before  any  recognizance,  mortgage,  judgment,  debt,  obligation  cr  re- 
sponsibility which  the  said  real  estate  may  become  charged  with  or  liable 
to,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act ; nor  shall  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants or  other  persons  in  any  writ  of fieri  facias,  venditioni  exponas  or 
levari  facias,  be  entitled  to  claim  any  exemption  under  a levy  an  J sale  of 
any  real  estate  charged  with  such  tax  against  the  allowances  or  payment 
of  the  same. 

Clause  34.  To  prevent  and  restrain  riots,  routs,  noises,  disturbances 
or  disorderly  assemblies  in  any  street,  house  or  place  in  the  city  ; to  reg- 
ulate, punish  and  prevent  the  discharge  of  fire-arms,  rockets,  powder, 
fireworks  or  any  other  dangerous  combustible  material,  in  the  streets, 
lots,  grounds,  alleys  or  about  in  the  vicinity  of  any  buildings  ; to  regulate, 
prevent  and  punish  the  carrying  of  concealed  weapons  ; to  arrest,  regu  - 
late,  punish,  fine,  or  set  at  work  on  the  streets  or  elsewhere  all  vagrants 
and  persons  found  in  said  city  without  visible  means  of  support  or  some 
legitim.ate  business  ; to  prevent  and  remove  all  encroachments  into  and 
upon  all  side-walks,  streets,  avenues,  alleys  and  other  city  property,  and 
to  prevent  and  punish  all  horse  racing,  fast  driving  or  riding  in  the 
streets,  highways,  alleys,  bridges  or  places  in  the  city,  and  all  games, 
practices  or  amusements  therein  likely  to  result  in  damage  to  any  person 
or  property  ; to  regulate,  prevent  and  punish  the  riding,  driving  or  pass 
ing  of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  cattle  or  other  teams,  or  any  vehicle  drawn 
thereby,  over  upon  or  across  sidewalks,  or  along  any  street  of  the  city. 

Clause  35.  To  make  all  such  ordinances,  by-laws,  rules,  regulations 
and  resolutions  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  state,  as  may  be  ex 
pedient,  in  addition  to  the  special  powers  in  this  section  granted,  main- 
taining the  peace,  good  government  and  welfare  of  the  city,  and  its  trade, 
commerce  and  manufactories,  and  to  enforce  all  ordinances  by  inflicting 
penalties  upon  inhabitants  or  other  persons  for  violation  thereof,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  offence,  recoverable  with  costs, 
together  with  judgment  of  imprisonment,  if  the  amount  of  said  judgment 
and  costs  shall  not  be  paid. 

Clause  36.  To  appropriate  money  and  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  and  expenses  of  the  city. 

Clause  37.  To  divide  the  city  into  wards,  establish  the  boundaries 
thereof,  and  number  the  same,  under  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  sec 
tiou  two  of  this  act ; but  no  city  of  this  class  shall  contain  more  than 
twelve  wards,  unless  the  population  thereof  shall  exceed  thirty-five  thou- 
sand, in  which  case  the  limit  shall  be  eighteen. 

Clause  38.  To  open,  widen  or  otherwise  improve  or  vacate  any 
street,  avenue,  alley  or  lane  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  also  to  cre> 
ate,  open  and  improve  any  new  street,  avenues,  alley  or  lane. 
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Clause  39.  To  create,  open,  wiilen  or  exiend  any  street,  avenue, 
lane  or  alley,  or  annul,  vacate  or  discontinue  tlie  same  whenever  deemed 
expedient  for  the  public  good. 

Clause  40.  To  issue  from  time  to  time  street  bonds  to  contractors,  or 
other  persons  performing  work  or  furnishing  materials  in  said  city,  on 
such  terms  and  in  such  manner  as  the  council  may  provide. 

Clause  41.  To  borrow  money  on  tlie  credit  of  the  city,  and  pledge  the 
credit,  revenue  and  public  property  thereof  for  the  payment  of  the  same, 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  per  centum  upon  the  assessed  value  of 
the  taxable  property  in  said  city,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
the  said  city,  obtained  at  an  election  held  under  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  and  of  the  general  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  to  increase  the 
indebtedness  of  such  city,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate 
seven  per  centum  upon  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  therein. 

Clause  42.  To  provide  for  the  issuing  of  bonds,  and  for  the  applica- 
tion of  bonds  already  issued  by  cities  heretofore  incorporated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  funding  any  and  all  indebtedness  now  existing  or  hereafter 
created  of  the  city  now  due  or  to  become  due  : Provided,  That  said  bonds 
shall  be  payable  in  not  less  than  five  years,  and  not  more  than  twenty 
years  from  date  of  their  issue,  and  that  said  bonds  shall  bear  interest  at  a 
rate  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  with  interest  coupons  at- 
tached, payable  annually  or  semi-annually  ; and  the  taxes  levied  to  pay 
the  same  shall  be  payable  only  in  cash,  or  said  coupons  ; and  the  said 
bonds  shall  not  be  sold  or  exchanged  for  less  than  ninety  per  cent . or  their 
par  value. 

Clause  43.  To  make  provision  for  a sinking  fund,  to  pay  at  maturity 
the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  city,  and  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  on  all 
the  taxable  property  in  the  city,  in  addition  to  other  taxes,  for  the  pur' 
pose  of  paying  the  same,  and  to  provide  that  the  said  tax  shall  be  within 
the  amounts  and  be  applied  inviolably  to  the  payment  of  said  debt  as 
provided  in  section  eleven  of  this  act ; but  in  cities  accepting  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  which,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution,  had 
an  indebtedness  exceeding  the  limits  thereof  fixed  therein,  it  shall  be  law 
ful  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  accrued 
interest  on  said  debt,  and  to  devote,  not  exceeding  three  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar of  the  assessed  valuation  therein,  to  the  sinking  fund,  provided  for  in 
section  eleven  of  this  act. 

Clause  44  The  said  city  councils  shall  have  power  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  a majority  of  the  qualified  electors  thereof  obtained  at  an  elec 
tion  held  therefor  at  a time  and  place  to  be  by  councils  fixed,  to  purchase 
lands  and  premises  for  public  parks  for  said  city,  and  shall  have  the  right 
and  power  to  levy  and  assess  such  special  taxes  for  said  purposes  as  may 
be  necessary  to  pay  for  the  same. 

Clause  45.  To  appoint  biennially  a competent  city  engineer,  with 
such  assistants  and  with  such  compensation  for  such  city  engineer  and  his 
assistants  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  shall  have  power  to  remove  such 
engineer  and  assistants  at  the  pleasure  of  councils,  and  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  said  appointments  to  fill  the  same. 

Clause  To  enter  upon  the  land  or  lands,  lot  or  lots,  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  within  said  city,  at  all  reasonable  hours,  by  their  duly 
appointed  city  engineer,  in  order  to  set  out  the  foundations  and  regulate 
the  walls  to  be  bnilt  between  party  and  party  as  to  the  breadth  and 
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thickness  thereof,  which  foundation  shall  be  laid  equally  upon  the  lands 
of  the  persons  between  whom  such  party  wall  is  to  be  made,  and  the  first 
builder  shall  be  re-imbursed  one  moiety  of  the  charge  of  such  party  wall, 
or  for  so  much  thereof  as  the  next  builder  shall  have  occasion  to  make  use 
of,  before  such  next  builder  shall  or  may  use  or  break  into  said  wall. 

Clause  47.  To  enter  upon  the  land  or  lands,  lot  or  lots,  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  within  said  city,  at  all  reasonable  hours,  and  by  their  city 
engineer  regulate  partition  fences  ; and  when  adjoining  parties  do  im- 
prove or  enclose  their  lots,  such  fences  shall  be  made  in  the  manner  gen. 
erally  used,  and  kept  in  good  repair  at  the  equal  cost  of  the  parties  unless 
the  owners  or  possessors  between  whom  such  fenee  is  or  shall  be  erected 
to  agree  otherwise. 

Section  21.  All  ordinances  of  cities  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
classes  shall  be  passed  pursuant  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
councils  may  provide,  in  accordance  with  this  act  ; and  all  ordinances  of 
the  city  may  be  proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  clerk,  under  the  seal  of  the 
city,  and  when  printed  or  published  in  book  or  pamphlet  form,  and  pur- 
porting to  be  published  by  authority  of  the  city,  shall  be  read  and  re- 
ceived in  evidence  in  all  .courts  and  places  without  furtlier  proof. 

Section  22.  The  councils  shall  cause  to  be  published  once  in 
each  year  in  the  mouth  of  January,  a statement  of  recepts  and  expen. 
ditures  of  the  city,  and  a statement  of  the  financial  conditon  of  the  city, 
showing  all  of  its  liabilities,  permanent  and  temporary,  and  a schedule 
of  its  assets,  which  shall  be  published  once  a week  during  four  weeks, 
in  all  the  newspapers  published  therein. 

Section  23.  The  doors  of  the  respective  halls  of  the  said  select 
and  common  councils  shall  be  open  for  the  admission  of  all  orderly  and 
peaceable  persons  who  shall  be  desirous  of  being  present  ; and  all  vot- 
ing in  tbe  said  select  and  common  councils,  or  in  any  convention  of 
the  same  upon  the  final  passage  any  by-law,  regulation,  ordinance  or 
constitution,  or  upon  the  election  or  removal  of  any  officer,  shall  be  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

Section  24.  The  members  of  the  select  and  common  councils 
shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  office  with  fidelity  ; and  the  president  elect  each 
branch  shall  also  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to  perform  his  duties  as 
president  with  fidelity,  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  administered 
to  him  by  a member  of  the  branch  to  which  he  belongs,  appointed  for 
that  purpose  ; and  the  president  so  sworn  or  affirmed  shall  admin- 
ister the  oath  or  affirmations  to  the  members  elect  and  officers  of 
their  respective  branches. 

Section  25.  Each  branch  of  the  councils  shall  judge  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  its  members  ; and  contested  elections  shall  be  determin 
ed  by  the  courts  of  law,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law  ; 
a majority  of  each  council  shall  constitue  a quorum  to  do  business, 
but  a less  number  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time,,  and  have 
power  to  compel  tbe  attendance  of  absent  members,  under  such  rules 
and  iieualties  as  may  be  provided  by  ordinance  or  rule. 

Section  26.  Each  branch  of  councils  may  determine  the  rules  of 
its  proceedings,  which  shall,  however,  not  bo  incon.sistent  with  any 


loiat  rule  that  may  be  adopted  by  the  two  branches  of  said  councils, 
and  each  branch  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  vacate  the  seat  of 
any  of  its  members  for  misbehavior,  neglect  of  duty  or  misdemeanor  ; 
each  branch  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  which  shall  be  at 
all  times  open  to  public  inspection,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  mem- 
bers on  any  question  shall,  at  the  request  of  any  two  of  them,  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal  ; all  the  voting  in  the  said  select  and  common 
councils,  or  in  any  convention  of  the  same,  shall  be  mva  voce. 

Section  27.  Whenever  a vacancy  or  vacancies  shall  happen  in 
either  branch  of  said  councils  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the 
ward  or  otherwise,  such  branch  shall  order  an  election  to  fill  such 
vacancy  or  vacancies,  to  be  held  in  the  proper  ward  or  wards,  at  such 
times  as  shall  be  by  such  council  respectively  appointed,  giving  at 
least  ten  days’  public  notice  of  such  election. 
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Section  28.  The  select  and  common  councils  of  the  several  cities 
may  provide  by  ordinance  for  holding  at  least  two  regular  meetings  of 
councils  in  each  month,  and  shall  by  ordinance  fix  the  time  of  such 
meetings  ; Provided  however.  That  said  councils  or  either  branch  thereof 
may  hold  such  special  meetings  at  such  other,  times  as  they  may  deem 
necessary. 

Section  29.  Any  ordinance  which  shall  have  been  passed  by  the 
councils  shall  be  presented  to  the  mayor  ; if  he  approves  he  shall  sign 
the  same,  but  if  shall  not  approve,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objec- 
tions to  the  couneil,  who  shall  proceed  to  re-consider  it ; if  after  such 
re-consideration,  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  branch  of 
the  councils  shall  pass  such  ordinance,  it  shall  be  a binding  ordinance 
and  beconme  a law,  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same 
had  been  approved  of  by  the  said  mayor,  but  in  all  such  cases  the  votes 
of  council  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
members  of  council  so  voting  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of 
said  council ; every  ordinance  which  the  mayor  shall  not  return  within 
fifteen  days  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  it  had  been  ap- 
proved of  by  the  said  mayor  ; the  said  mayor  may  approve  ordinances 
in  vacation  of  council,  and  may  call  special  meetings  of  council  to  re- 
consider ordinances  on  which  he  does  not,  ajiprove,  one  day’s  notice  to 
each  member  of  the  said  council ; and  in  case  of  the  temporary  absence 
or  inability  of  the  mayor  to  act,  the  councils  shall,  if  necessary,  appoint 
a mayor  to  serve  until  he  shall  return  or  be  able  to  resume  the  duties 
of  his  office  ; and  whenever  a vjicancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  may- 
or by  death  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  councils  to  meet  in  joint 
convention,  and  by  a majority  of  ^all  the  members  elected  to  both 
branches,  elect  viva  voce  a person  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  serve  as  may- 
or, who  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Friday  succeeding  the  next 
municipal  election,  at  which  time  a mayor  shall  be  elected  to  serve  for 
the  term  of  two  years  ; the  salary  or  compensation  of  the  office  of 
mayor  shall  be  fixed  by  councils  every  two  years  before  the  election  of 
a mayor  ; policemen,  watchmen,  and  all  officers  appointed  by  the  said 
council,  shall  receive  the  compensation  fixed  by  the  ordinances  of 
council,  and  it  shall  be  a misdemeanor  in  office  for  any  of  such  offi- 
cers to  ask,  demand  or  receive  any  other  compensation  or  reward  for 
their  official  services,  to  be  followed  by  dismissal  or  forfeiture  of  their 
resjiective  offices. 
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THE  M.WOlt. 

Section  30.  Tlie  mayor  of  each  of  said  cites  of  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  clas.s  shall  possess  the  qualifications  of  a member  of  select 
council,  and  .shall  be  chosen  at  the  municipal  election  to  serve  for  a 
term  of  two  years,  and  shall  lie  the  chief  executive  magistrate  thereof, 
and  shall  be  ex-officio  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  city  ; it  shall  be 
his  duty  to  be  vigilant  and  active  in  causing  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  city,  to  he  executed 
and  enforced  therein,  and  in  order  to  enable  him  more  effectually 
to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  city,  all  the  powers  given 
to  sheriffs  of  this  commonwealth  to  prevent  routs,  riots  and  tumultuous 
assemblies  are  hereby  conferred  upon  him  ; he  shall  also  communicate 
to  councils  at  the  first  stated  meeting  in  the  month  of  January  of  each 
year,  and  oftencr  if  he  shall  deem  expedient,  the  condition  of  the  city 
in  relation  to  its  government,  finances  and  improvements,  and  shall 
recommend  the  adoption  of  all  such  measures  a.s  the  business  interests 
of  the  city  may,  in  his  opinion,  require,  and  he  shall  pay  all  fees  receiv- 
ed by  him  into  the  city  treasury  monthly  ; the  councils  shall  fix  the 
number  of  police  constables  and  watchmen,  and  the  mayor  shall  nom- 
inate, and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  select  council  ap- 
point the  said  police  constables  and  watchmen,  and  at  his  pleasure  dis- 
miss all  or  any  of  them,  and  in  like  manner  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled; 
the  police  constables  and  watchmen  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  may- 
or and  make  report  to  him,  which  report  shall  be  laid  before  the  coun- 
cil by  him  whenever  required  ; and  he  shall  exercise  a constant  supei  - 
vision  and  control  over  the  conduct  of  the  police  constables  and  watch- 
men, receive  and  examine  all  complaints  preferred  against  them  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  and  report  the  same  to  councils ; and  the 
mayor  shall  be  required  to  remove  from  office  any  police  constable  or 
watchman  by  him  appointed,  upon  a resolution  to  that  effect  being 
passed  by  two  thirds  of  both  branches  of  councils. 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 

Section  31.  The  mayor  of  each  of  said  cities  of  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  class,  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  select  council,  appoint  one  person  as  chief  of  police  of  said  city,  who 
shall  be  ex-officio  a constable  of  the  city,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers 
and  privileges  that  are  possessed  by  constables,  and  shall  and  may 
without  warrant  and  upon  view  arrest  any  person  guilty  of  breach  of 
the  peace,  vagrancy,  riotous  conduct  or  drunkednes.s,  and  shall  forth- 
with bring  him  before  the  mayor  or  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city, 
there  tobe  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

ALDERMAN. 

Section  32.  Each  of  the  waids  of  each  of  the  said  cities  shall  be 
entitled  to  elect  one  alderman,  who  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  jur. 
isdiction  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  said  alderman  shall  be  elected  at 
(he  mr.nicipal  election  next  proceeding  the  expiration  of  the  commis- 
sion of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  resident  in  the  district  out  of  w'hich  the 
said  ward  shall  be  created  ; if  two  justices  of  the  peace  reside  therein, 
then  the  alderman  shall  be  the  successor  of  the  justice  of  the  peace 
whose  commission  shall  first  expire,  and  no  successor  shall  be  elected 
to  the  one  still  in  office,  hut  his  commission  shall  be  and  remain 
in  full  force  until  its  expiration. 


Section  33.  If  any  person  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  any 
judgment  against  him  as  defendent,hy  the  mayor  or  any  alderman  of  any 
of  the  said  cities,  of  the  third  class,  in  any  action,  prosecution  or  pro- 
ceeding any  fines,  penalties  or  forfeitures,  imposed  or  enacted  by  or 
under  any  law  or  statute  of  this  commonwealth  relative  to  the  said  city, 
such  person  may,  if  the  said  judgment  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five 
dollars,  exclusive  of  costs,  appeal  from  the  said  judgment  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the  same 
requirements  as  is  provided  by  law  for  appeals  from  justices  of  the 
peace. 

Section  34.  That  all  actions,  prosecutions,  complaints  and  pro- 
ceedings for  violation  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  city,  and  for 
fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  or  enacted  thereby  which  shall 
be  brought  before  the  mayor  or  any  alderman  or  aldermen  of  the  said 
cities,  respectively,  shall  be  instituted  in  the  coi’iiorate  name  of  the 
said  city  ; those  which  shall  be  brought  for  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  commonwealth  relating  to  the  said  city  or  for  fines,  penalties  and 
forfeitures  imposed  and  enacted  thereby,  shall  be  instituted  in  the  name 
of  the  commonwealth  or  as  prescribed  by  the  said  laws  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  all  other  action,  prosecutions,  complaints  and  proceedings 
so  brought  for  fines,  penalties  or  forfeitures  imposed  or  enacted  by 
the  law  or  statues  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  instituted  and  con- 
ducted as  provided  by  law  ; and  all  warrants,  writs,  orders  and  pro- 
cess in  and  concerning  the  said  actions,  prosecutions,  complaints  and 
proceedings,  or  in  and  concerning  any  criminal  prosecutions,  complaint, 
case  or  proceeding,  made  and  issued  by  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen^ 
respectively,  shall  be  made,  directed,  and  issued  to  the  chief  of  the  police, 
or  to  any  of  the  police  constables  or  other  constables  of  the  said  city, 
who  shall  respectively  serve,  obey  and  execute  the  same  anywhere 
within  the  said  city,  or  in  the  county  of  which  it  is  part,  or  in  any  of 
the  cities  or  counties  of  this  state,  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  or  the  same  may  be  issued  and 
served  and  executed  anywhere  in  the  said  city  and  county  by  special 
constables  or  other  persons  as  provided  by  law. 

CITY  THEASURER  AND  TAXES. 

Section  35.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  of  the  said  cities  of  the 
third  fourth  and  fifth  class  shall,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  February  suc- 
ceeding the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  said  city,  and  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  February  in  every  second  year  thereafter,  elect  a city  treasurer 
to  serve  for  two  years  from  the  Friday  next  succeeding  such  election 
and  until  his  successor  shall  be  duly  elected  and  qualified,  and  he  .shall 
have  the  same  qualifications  as  are  required  for  the  office  of  se- 
lect councilman.  The  returns  of  said  election  shall  be  received  and 
counted  by  the  councils,  in  convention,  on  the  Friday  succeeding  the 
election,  any  and  vacancy  in  said  office  of  treasurer  shall  be  filled 
by  the  city  councils  in  joint  convention.  He  shall  give  bond  to  city, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  in  such  amount 
as  the  city  councils  shall  direct,  and  with  such  sureties  as  shall  be  by 
them  approved,  and  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  his  office,  take  and 
subscrihe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  mayor,  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  of  this  commonwealth,  and  honestly 
to  keep  an  account  of  all  puhlic  moneys  and  property  entrusted  to  hi ; 
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care  and  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  with  fidelity  ; he  shall  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  to  be  fixed  by  ordinance,  which  shall  not  be  in- 
creased or  diminished  during  his  term  of  office  No  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  of  the  city  unless  the  same  shall  have  beenpre- 
viously  appropriated  by  councils  to  the  ptirpose  for  which  it  is  drawn. 
The  accounts  to  be  kept  by  the  said  tieasurer  shall  exhibitall  the  re 
ceipts  and  all  the  expenditures  of  the  city  in  an  intelligible  manner,  in 
which  the  ijarticulars  of  each  item  of  charge  and  discharge  shall  fully 
and  precisely  appear;  and  separate  accounts  of  the  highway  department 
and  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  water  department,  and  gas 
department  shall  be  kept.  The  said  treasurer  shall  keep  Ihe  public 
moneys  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  city  councils  shall  direct,  and 
shall  verify  his  cash  account  at  least  once  in  every  month  to  the  sat  s- 
faction  of  a standing  committee  of  councils  and  of  the  city  controller, 
and  upon  the  affidavitof  a majoiity  of  such  body  to  any  default  there- 
in, the  said  treasurer  may  be  suspended  from  office  and  another  appoint- 
ed until  the  further  action  of  councils,  and  the  said  treasurer,  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  shall  deliver  all  moneys,  books  and 
papers  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  said  office  to  his  successor  in 
oflice. 

Section  36.  The  annual  assessments  for  all  taxes  levied  in  said 
city  shall  be  completed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  .Tune  in  each  and 
every  year,  and  upon  the  duplicate  having  been  made  as  may  be  direct- 
ed by  the  proper  authorities,  the  same  shall  be  placed  in  possession  of 
the  city  treasurer  who  shall  receive  and  col'ect  said  taxes,  and  after  the 
first  day  of  October  in  each  and  every  year  the  additional  sum  of  three 
per  centum  shall  be  added  to  all  the  taxes  then  remaining  unpaid  in  the 
duplicates,  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  and  every  year  an 
additional  sum  of  two  per  centum  shall  be  added  to  all  the  taxes  then 
remaining  unpaid  in  the  duplicates  ; and  said  city  treasurer  shall  con- 
tinue to  receive  and  collect  taxes  until  and  including  the  first  day  of 
January  in  each  and  every  year,  after  which  date  said  duplicates  shall 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  collectors  to  be  apiiointed  as  hereinafter  J^en- 
tioned.  After  the  first  day  of  Jannary  in  each  and  every  year,  the  city 
treasurer  shall  place  correct  and  detailed  statements  of  taxes,  resiiect- 
ively  due  on  real  estate,  in  the  possession  of  the  city  solicitor,  who  shall 
cause  the  said  taxes  upon  real  estate  remaining  unpaid  to  be  registered 
in  the  name  of  the  city,  if  city  taxes,  and  in  the  name  of  the  proper 
school  district,  if  school  taxes,  and  against  the  person  or  persons  charg- 
ed in  the  duplicates  with  the  same,  or  if  any  property  has  been  trans- 
ferred, upon  which  such  tax  has  been  assessed,  against  the  person  or 
persons  who  may  have  become  the  owner  or  owners  of  property,  in  the 
office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  proper  county,  who  shall  keep  a seiia- 
rate  book  for  that  purpose,  to  be  called  city  lien  docket,  and  all  taxes 
gO  registered  shall  be  and  continue  to  be  liens  from  the  date  of  the 
levy  thereof  on  the  real  estate  upon  which  they  have  been  assessed, 
for  the  term  of  five  years  ; the  prothonotary  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
for  each  tax  so  registered  a fee  of  twenty-five  cents,  which  shall 
form  part  of  the  exiienses,  and  sli.ill  be  paid  by  the  person  from 
whom  the  tax  is  due  and  owing  ; he  shall  also  at  all  times,  on  demand 
made  within  the  hours  din  ing  which  the  office  shall  be  opened  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  make  searches  and  furnish  transcripts  or  ex- 
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tracts  from  the  registry  of  taxes  aforesaid,  for  which  he  shall  he  al- 
lowed the  usual  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  party  applying  for  the  same. 

Section  37.  That  recovery  may  be  had  on  claims  for  said  taxes, 
gas  frontage  tax,  water  frontage  tax,  gas  rates,  water  rates,  sewer- 
age tax,  piping,  paving,  re-paving,  curbing  or  re-curbing  sidewalks, 
grading,  macadamiaing  or  paving  any  public  street,  lane,  alleys,  or 
parts  thereof,  and  for  assessments  for  damages  and  contributions  law- 
fully made  for  0]iening  thereof,  and  all  other  matters  ihat  may  be  the 
subject  of  claim,  registered  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  each  of  said  cities,  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the 
proper  county,  by  action  of  debt,  to  recover  a general  judginent  against 
the  debtor  or  debtors  as  now  provided  by  law,  or  proceedings  thereon 
may  be  had  by  scire  facias,  as  in  the  case  of  mechanics’  claims  ; and  the 
claims  so  registered  shall  he,  pHm  i facie  evidence  of  the  amount  there- 
of and  of  the  same  being  due  and  owing,  and  judgment  shall  be  enter- 
ed by  default  thereon,  unless  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  file  his, 
her  or  their  affidavit  of  the  nature  of  his,  her  or  their  defence,  as  re- 
quired ill  cases  where  the  iilaintilf  has  filed  his  copy  of  the  cause  of 
action  in  such  court,  and  the  judgment  and  process  thereon  shall  be 
with  like  effect  as  in  other  cases  : Provided,  That  reference  being 
made  to  the  number  and  term  and  docket  to  which  such  claim  or  claims 
are  registered,  and  the  amount  thereof  in  the  praeipe  instituting  the 
suit,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  file  a copy  of  the  same  : And  pro- 
vided farther,  That  where  any  real  estate  subject  to  such  lien  shall 
have  been  conveyed  and  deed  recorded  after  the  levy  of  the  tax 
sued  for,  the  then  owner  shall  be  included  in  the  process,  and  if  there 
be  several  owners  or  distinct  portions  of  the  premises,  recovery  shall 
be  had  under  the  same  writ  against  their  respective  .shares,  according 
to  a just  ratable  proportion  of  the  tax,  cost  and  exiienses  of  collection, 
and  if  any  such  owner  shall  be  omitted,  he,  she  or  they  may  be  brought 
in  by  a rule  of  the  court  on  him,  her  or  them,  to  show  cause  why  he, 
she  or  they  shall  not  be  made  a party  to  such  suif,  and  in  proof  of 
service  thereof,  judgment  may  be  entered  against  his,  her  or  their  share 
by  default  of  appearance  or  affidavit  as  aforesaid  : And  farther  pro 
vided.  That  no  such  apportionment  shall  affect  the  personal  liability  of 
the  owner  at  the  time  of  the  assessment  or  register  for  the  whole 
amount  of  the  tax,  interest  and  costs,  including  the  per  centum  com- 
mission for  delay  of  payment. 

Srctiox  38.  The  councils  of  each  of  said  cities,  and  the  boards  of 
school  controllers  therein,  at  the  first  stated  meeting  of  their  respective 
bodies,  in  the  month  of  September,  annually,  shall  severally  elect  tax 
collectors  to  collect  the  city  taxes  and  school  taxes,  respectively,  which 
remain  unpaid  upon  the  first  day  of  .January  following:  Provided,  Said 
councils  or  said  school  board  may,  in  their  discretion,  authorize  the  city 
treasurer  or  school  treasurer,  to  appoint  such  tax  collectors  ; and  said 
collectors  shall  on  delivery  of  the  duplicate  or  duplicates  to  him  or  them 
respectively,  proceed  to  collect  the  amount  of  such  duplicate  or  duplicates 
from  the  persons  therein  respectively  charged,  for  which  purpose  he  or 
they  shall  have  all  ihe  power  and  authority  now  provided  by  law  for  the 
collection  of  state  and  county  taxes;  and  if  any  person  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  make  payment  of  the  amount  of  tax  due  by  him  within  twenty 
days  from  the  time  of  demand  made,  it  sh  ill  be  the  duty  of  the  officer 
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holding  the  duplicate  wherein  such  t.ax  shall  be  charged,  to  levy  such 
amount  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  delinquent, 
giving  ten  days’  public  notice  of  such  sale  by  written  or  printed  adver- 
tisements, and  in  case  goods  and  chattels  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same> 
with  the  costs,  cannot  be  found,  such  officer  shall  be  authorized  to  take 
such  delinquent  and  convey  him  to  the  prison  of  the  proper  county,  there 
to  remain  until  the  amount  of  such  tax,  togetherwith  the  costs  and  charges 
shall  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  dis- 
charged by  due  course  of  law  ; but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prohibit 
the  councils  or  any  board  having  power  to  levy  a tax  from  exonerating 
taxes  for  sufficient  cause. 

CITY  CONTROLLER. 

Section  39.  The  qualified  electors  of  each  of  said  cities,  of  the  third, 
fourth  and  fifth  class,  shall  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  February  succeeding 
the  issuing  of  letters  patent  thereto,  and  in  every  second  year  thereafter, 
elect  a city  controller  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  the  first 
Monday  of  March  next  succeeding  his  election  ; he  shall  before  entering 
upon  his  office  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  mayor 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof. 

Clause  1.  The  city  controller  shall  superintend  the  fiscal  concerns 
of  the  city,  and  shall  manage  the  same  in  the  manner  required  by  the 
laws  of  this  state,  and  the  ordinances  and  resolutions  of  the  city  councils 

Clause  2.  He  shall  keep  a regular  set  of  books  in  which  shall  be 
opened  and  kept  as  many  accounts  under  appropriate  titles  as  may  be 
necessary  to  show  distinctly  and  separately  all  the  estate  and  property 
whatsoever,  real  and  personal,  vested  in  the  city  by  law  or  otherwise,  all 
trusts  in  the  care  of  the  same,  all  debts  due  to  and  owing  by  the  city,  all 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the  various  departments  of  the  city,  and 
all  appropriations  made  by  the  city  councils,  and  the  sum  expended  under 
the  same  respectively. 

Clause  3.  He  shall  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  or  the  city  councils  shall  direct,  suggest  plans  to  tlie  councils 
for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the  city  finances. 

Clause  4 He  shall  have  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  all  departments,  bureaus  and  officers  of  the  cUy  and  school 
district,  who  shall  collect,  receive  or  disburse  the  public  moneys  or  who 
are  charged  with  the  management  or  custody  thereof,  and  may  at  any 
time  require  from  any  or  all  of  them,  an  account  in  writing  of  any  and  alj 
moneys  or  property  of  the  city  in  their  hands  or  under  their  control ; and 
he  shall  immediately  upon  the  discovery  of  any  default,  irregularity  or 
delinquency,  report  the  same  to  ihecitj'  councils  and  the  board  of  school 
controllers. 

Clause  5.  He  shall  countersign  all  warrants  on  the  city  treasurer, 
and  shall  not  suffer  any  appropriation  made  by  the  city  councils  or  school 
board  to  be  overdrawn  ; every  case  in  which  an  appropriation  shall  be 
exhausted,  and  the  object  of  which  is  not  completed,  he  shall  immediately 
report  to  city  councils,  and  accompany  such  report  with  a statement  of 
the  moneys  which  have  been  drawn  on  such  appropriation,  and  the  par- 
ticular purpose  for  which  they  were  drawn  ; whenever  a warrant  on  the 
city  shall  be  presented  to  him  to  be  countersigned,  the  perron  presenting 
the  same  shall,  if  the  controller  requiie,  produce  evidence; 
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First.  That  the  amount  expressed  in  the  warrant  is  due  to  the  person 
in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn. 

Second  That  the  supplies  or  the  services  for  payment  of  which  the 
warrant  is  drawn  have  heen  furnished  or  performed. 

Third.  He  shall  have  authority  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations 
in  verification  of  demands  made  for  his  signature,  but  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  receive  fee  therefor. 

Clause  6 He  shall  perform  all  the  duties  now  enjoined  on  the 
county  auditors  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  and  shall  scrutinize,  audit  and 
settle  all  accounts  whatever  in  which  the  city  is  concerned,  either  as 
debtor  or  creditor,  where  provision  for  the  settlement  thereof  is  made  by 
law,  and  where  no  such  provision  or  an  insufficient  provision  has  been 
made,  he  shall  examine  such  accounts  and  report  to  the  city  councils,  or 
the  school  board,  the  facts  relating  thereto  with  his  opinion  thereon. 

Clause  7.  He  shall  make  a report,  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to 
the  city  councils,  at  their  first  stated  meeting  in  January  in  each  year,  of 
the  public  accounts  of  the  city,  the  school  board  and  of  the  trusts  in  their 
care,  exhibiting  all  the  expenditures  of  the  city  and  of  the  school  board, 
the  sources  from  which  the  revenue  and  funds  are  derived,  and  in  what 
manner  the  same  have  been  disbursed  ; each  account  to  be  accompanied 
by  a statement  in  detail  in  separate  columns  of  the  several  appropriations 
made  by  councils,  the  amount  drawn  on  each  appropriation  and  the  bal- 
ance standing  to  the  debit  or  credit  of  such  appropriation,  and  he  shall 
publish  said  report  in  two  or  more  newspapers. 

Clause  8.  He  shall  be  paid  a fixed  yearly  salary  to  be  provided  by 
ordinance,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  his  term  of 
office. 

CITY  SOLICITOR. 

Section  40.  The  select  and  common  councils  of  each  of  said  cities  of 
the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  class,  shall,  on  the  last  Saturday  of  February 
next  succeeding  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  the  said  city  or  its  accept 
ance  of  this  statute,  and  biennially  thereafter,  elect  one  person  learned 
in  the  law,  who  shall  be  styled  the  city  solicitor. 

Clause  1.  He  shall  hold  his  office  far  two  years  from  the  first  Mon- 
day of  March  succeeding  his  election,  and  until  his  successor  is  qualified  ; 
he  shall  keep  his  office  within  said  city,  and  therein  shall  be  deposited  and 
preserved  all  patents,  deeds,  wills,  leases,  mortgages,  and  other  assur- 
ances of  title,  together  with  all  contracts,  bonds,  notes,  official  bonds, 
boohs  and  other  evidences  of  debt  belonging  to  said  city,  unless  the  city 
councils  shall  provide  some  other  place  or  otherwise  direct,  and  all  other 
papers  which  the  city  councils  may  direct. 

Clause  2.  The  law  matters  of  each  of  said  cities  shall  be  under  the 
superintendence,  direction  and  control  of  the  city  solicitor  ; he  shall  give 
bond  to  the  corporation  with  two  or  more  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the 
select  council,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  ihe  duties  of  his  office,  as  the  same  are  or  shall  be 
defined  by  any  act,of  assembly  or  ordinance  of  the  city . 

Clause  3.  He  shall  prepare  all  bonds,  obligations,  contracts,  leases, 
conveyances  and  assurances  which  may  be  required  of  him  by  any  ordinance 
of  the  corporation  of  the  city,  to  commence  and  prosecute  all  and  every 
suit  and  suits,  action  and  actions  brought  and  to  be  brought  by  the  cor- 
poration, for  or  on  account  of  any  of  the  estate,  rights,  trusts,  privileges. 
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claims  or  demands  of  the  same,  as  well  as  to  defend  all  actions  or  suits 
brought  or  to  he  brought  against  the  said  corporation  or  any  officer  thereof, 
wherein  or  whereby  any  of  the  estat<rs,  rights,  privileges,  trusts,  ordi 
nances  or  acts  of  the  corporation,  or  any  branch  thereof,  may  be  brought 
in  question  before  any  court  in  this  commonwealth,  and  shall  do  all  and 
every  professional  act  incident  to  the  office  which  may  be  required  of 
him  by  the  mayor  of  the  said  city,  or  by  any  committee  of  the  select  or 
common  councils,  or  by  any  ordinance  or  resolution  of  the  said  councils  or 
either  of  them. 

Clause  4.  He  shall,  when  required,  furnish  the  said  councils  or 
committee  thereof,  the  head  of  any  department  and  the  mayor,  with  his 
written  opinion  on  any  subject  which  may  be  submitted  by  them  or  eithr 
of  them. 

Clause  5.  He  shall  at  least  once  in  every  month,  make  a return  to 
the  city  controller  under  oath  or -affirmation  of  each  item  of  moneys  le- 
ceived  by  or  through  him  or  his  assistants  by  virtire  of  his  office,  or  for 
any  matter  connected  therewith,  and  immediately  upon  making  such  re- 
turn, pay  the  amount  in  his  hands  to  the  city  or  school  treasurer. 

Clause  6.  There  shall  be  kept  in  his  office  a lien  docket,  in  which  in 
appropriate  volumes  shall  be  entered  all  claims  for  curbing,  paving  side- 
walks, assessments  of  damages  and  contributions  for  opening  public 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  or  parts  thereof,  for  paving,  grading  and  macad- 
amizing the  same,  for  water  and  gas  frontage  tax,  and  water  and  gas  rates 
and  sewerage,  and  all  other  matters  that  may  be  the  subject  of  claim  on  the 
part  of  the  city,  which  have  been  or  shall  be  returned  to  the  solicitor  by 
the  various  departments  as  remaining  due  and  unpaid,  after  the  period 
prescribed  by  ordinance  for  the  payment  of  such  claims  to  the  said  depart 
ments  ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  head  of  each  department  wlierein 
any  such  claims  shall  originate,  to  furnish  to  the  solicitor  within  the  pe- 
riod prescribed  by  law  or  ordinance,  a statement  of  all  claims  for  curbing, 
paving,  et  cetera,  which  remain  due  or  unpaid,  a certified  copy  of  which 
the  said  heads  of  departments  shall  at  the  same  time  furnish  to  the  con- 
trollers, which  docket  shall  at  all  times  he  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
public. 

Clause  7 The  city  solicitor  shall  receive  a fixed  annual  salary,  and 
all  fees  received  by  him  in  his  offiiial  ;apacity  shall  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury,  monthly,  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

SCHOOl.S  ANB  SCHOOL  CO^TROLLER. 

Suction  41.  Each  of  said  cities,  of  the  third  fourth  and  fifth  class, 

shall  constitueone  school  district  to  be  termed  the school  district,  and 

all  the  (rroperty  therein  shall  be  the  common  property  of  said  district;  and 
the  members  of  the  board  of  school  controllers  for  the  time  being  shall 
have  power  to  levy  and  collect  t ixe.s.  and  the  same  rights  and  powers  in 
relation  to  real  and  personal  property  as  is  now  by  law  conferred  upon  the 
school  directors  of  the  several  districts  of  this  commonwealth,  and  they 
shall  govern  and  manage  the  public  schools  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law  for  the  maintenance  of  a system  of  education  by  common  schools  ; 
the  qualified  voters  of  each  ward  of  each  of  ^aid  citieS  on  the  thi.d  Tues- 
day in  February  next  succeeding  the  issuing  of  letters  i)atent  to  said  city, 
elect  two  members  of  the  hoard  of  school  controllers  of  said  district,  one 
to  serve  for  the  period  of  two  .year-,  and  one  to  serve  f r the  period  o'  four 
years,  and  every  two  y-ears  thereafter,  the  qualified  voters,  of  each  of  said 
wards  shall  elect  one  person  t ^ serve  for  the  term  of  four  years ; and  all 


vacancies  which  may  happen  in  the  said  board  as  hereby  constituted, shall 
be  filled  in  the  manner  as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  vacancies  in  school 
boards  ; the  said  board  of  controllers  shall  annually,  on  the  Tuesday 
succeeding  the  municipal  election,  meet  and  organize  by  choosing  a pres- 
ident and  secretary,  who  shall  be  members  of  the  board  ; and  in  case  of 
any  vacancy  in  any  of  said  offices  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise, 
such  vacancy  shall  be  forthwith  filled  by  said  board  of  control  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  school  year;  the  secretary  to  receive  such  salary  as  the 
board  may  determine  : Provided,  That  in  all  cases  where  two  members 
of  said  board  are  required  to  be  elected  to  serve  for  the  same  term,  each 
of  the  said  qualified  voters  shall  vote  for  one  person  as  a member  of 
said  board  of  school  controllers  for  said  term,  and  the  two  persons  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  to  be  elected  ; and  when  a 
vacancy  or  vacancies  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  school  controller,  by 
death,  resignation  or  in  any  other  manner  than  by  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  any  school  controller  shall  be  elected,  so  that  more  than 
two  school  controllers  must  be  elected  at  the  succeeding  municipal  elec- 
tion in  any  ward  of  said  city,  the  qualified  voters  of  such  ward,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  one  school  controller  to  be  voted  for  by  each  elector  to  serve  for 
four  years,  shall  vote  for  one  person  to  fill  each  of  such  unexpired  terms 
by  designating  upon  the  ticket  to  be  voted  the  number  of  years  for  which 
such  school  controller  is  elected,  and  each  elector  shall  vote  for  but  one 
person  to  fill  such  unex|iired  term;  and  if  there  be  two  vacancies  for  the 
same  term,  then  the  two  candidates  having  the  highest  number  of  voteg 
shail  be  declared  elected  ; and  if  there  should  be  but  one  vacancy  for  any 
unexpired  term,  then  the  candidate  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  for 
said  term  shall  bo  di;cla’'ed  elected  : Provided  furth'-r.  That  in  said  cities 
of  twelve  wards  or  more  each  ward  shall  elect  but  one  controller  those  elect- 
ed from  even  numbered  wardi  at  said  first  election  to  serve  for  two  years, 
and  those  from  odd  numbered  wards  for  four  years ; thereafter,  every 
two  years,  alternately,  they  shall  elect  one  each  to  serve  for  four  years  : 
Pr  ovided  turiher.  That  none  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  appli- 
cable to  the  election  of  directors  or  controllers  of  the  public  schools,  to 
the  organization  of  the  school  board,  to  the  election  of  school  treasurer,  or 
of  any  other  officer  of  said  board,  to  the  receiving  and  collection  of  school 
taxes,  in  any  city  of  the  third  class  constituting  one  school  district ; but 
the  said  district  shall  be  governed  by  laws  heretofore  enacted  applicable 
to  the  same  if  the  accept  ince  of  this  act  required  by  the  fifty-seventh 
sec  ion  hereof,  shall  be  accomoanied  Dy  a certificate  from  the  school 
district,  signed  by  the  proper  officers  thereof,  expressing  its  desire  to  re- 
tain the  laws  governing  it  independent  ot  this  statute,  otherwise  this  act, 
shall  govern  the  same:  And  p '•ovided  further.  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  such  board,  in  its  discretion,  by  a vote  of  its  members  as  aforesaid, 
from  time  to  time,  to  accept  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  regulating 
school  matters,  and  after  such  acceptance,  duly  recorded  on  the  minutes 
or  said  board,  said  provisions  so  accepted  shall  be  the  law  of  such  district. 

SEcnotr  42.  The  city  treasurer  shall  c.r-o/Tico  be  school  treasurer, 
and  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  give  bond  to  the 
school  directors  conditioned  for  (he  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  in 
such  amount  as  the  board  shall  direct,  and  with  such  sureties  as  shall  by 
them  approved  and  shall  also  before  he  enters  upon  his  office,  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  like  nature  as  is  hereinbefore  pre- 
scribed for  the  city  treasurer. 

Section  43.  That  the  annual  assessments  of  school  taxes  shall  be 
oompletcd  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  in  each  and  every  year. 
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anil  upon  the  duplicate  or  duplicates  having  been  made  as  directed  by 
the  said  board  of  school  controllers,  the  same  shall  be  placed  in  the 
posse.ssion  of  the  treasurer,  who  shall  collect  and  receive  said  taxes  in  the 
manner  hereinbefore  provided  for  the  collection  of  city  taxes  ; and  the 
said  school  taxes  unpaid  after  the  first  day  of  August  and  the  first  day  of 
October  in  each  and  every  year,  shall  have  the  same  addi  tional  sum  per 
centnm  added  thereto,  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  in  the  case  of 
unpaid  city  taxes  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  each  and  every  year; 
said  duplicates  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  collectors  to  be  appointed 
as  directed  in  section  thirty-eight  of  this  act ; the  said  taxes  shall  be  ap- 
plied only'  to  the  purposes  of  said  school  district,  and  be  disbursed  only 
on  the  warrant  of  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  board  of  school  con- 
trollers, countersigned  by  the  city  controller. 

Section  44.  That  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a sinking  fund  for  the 
gradual  extinguishment  of  the  bonds  and  funded  debt  of  the  respective 
school  districts  in  the  cities  of  this  commonwealth,  the  school  controllers 
of  each  thereof  shall  annually  (until  payment  of  the  bonds  and  funded 
debt  be  fully  provided  for,)  levy  and  collect  a tax  of  not  less  than  one  mill, 
and  not  exceeding  three  mills,  upon  the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable 
projierty  of  each  of  said  cities,  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  school  treas- 
ury, and  shall  be  applied  towards  the  extinguishment  of  said  bonds  and 
funded  debt,  in  the  order  of  priority  of  the  date  of  its  issue,  and  to  no 
other  purpose  whatever:  Promded.  That  the  whole  tax  of  such  school  dis- 
trict for  any  one  year,  shall  not  exceed  the  entire  rate  now  allowed  by 
law  for  school  and  building  purposes. 

WARD  AND  ELECTION  OFFICERS. 

Section  45.  Each  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  one  constable. and 
one  assessor  therefor,  as  fast  as  vacancies  may  occur,  who  shall  have  all 
the  privileges  and  powers  and  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  now  by  law 
vested  in  or  imposed  upon  such  officers  ; the  voters  of  each  election  dis- 
trict in  said  cities  shall  annually,  at  the  municipal  election  on  the  third 
Tuesday  in  February,  elect  the  proper  officers  for  holding  the  elections 
therein  as  provided  by  law  ; and  in  case  of  anv  vacancy  in  any  or  all 
the  offices  of  either  of  said  election  districts  for  the  first  election  under 
the  city  charter,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  said  county  shall 
fill  the  vacancy. 

SEWERAGE. 

Section  47.  That  the  city  council  of  any  city,  of  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  class,  may  provide  by  ordinance  for  the  division  of  said  city 
into  sewer  districts,  and  may  direct  the  city  engineer  to  make  an  esti- 
mate of  the  costs  and  expenses  of  constructing  any  main  sewer,  or  re- 
constructing the  same,  and  to  report  to  the  council  what  portion  of  said 
costs  and  expenses  is  required  for  main  sewerage,  and  what  portion  of 
the  same  is  required  for  local  sewerage  for  any  lots  and  lands  to  which 
any  portion  of  such  main  sewer  to  be  designated  by  the  council  shall 
serve  as  a local  sewer  ; and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  city  councils  to 
provide  for  assessing  the  costs  and  expenses  of  such  main  .sewerage 
upon  the  lots  and  lands  within  the  sewer  district  where  the  work  is  to 
be  done  according  to  the  valuation  of  the  same,  on  the  city  duplicate, 
or  according  to  benefits  as  they  shall  determine  by  ordinance  in  each  case, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  the  expenses  of  such  local  sewerage  upon 
the  feet  front  of  lots  and  lauds,  by  or  through  which  such  portion  of 
any  main  sewer  shall  pass,  or  according  to  tlie  valuation  of  the  same. 


upon  l.lie  tluplieate  al'oresaid,  oi  in  in-oportion  to  benefits  tipon  lots  and 
lands  benefitted  by  the  local  seworaye  aforesaid,  as  they  shall  determine 
by  ordinance  in  each  case  ; and  if  they  determine  to  make  an  assess- 
ment for  main  or  local  sewerage  or  both,  according  to  the  benefits, 
they  shall  appoint  five  disinterested  freeholders  who,  or  a majority  of 
them,  shall  assess  the  estimated  expenses  of  such  main  sewerage  on  all 
the  lots  and  lands  in  the  sower  district  wherein  the  sewer  is  to  be  con- 
structed or  re-constructed,  in  proportion  to  l)enefits,  and  the  estimated 
expenses  of  such  local  sewerage  on  such  lots  and  land  as  will  in  their 
opinion  be  benefitted  thereby,  whether  fronting  on  the  public  gvomid 
in  which  the  sewer  is  to  be  constructed  or  re-constructed  or  not,  in 
proportion  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  benefits  which  may  result  to  each 
lot  or  parcel  of  land.  Said  assessors  or  a majority  of  them  shall  within 
thirty  days  after  their  appointment  make  report  in  writing  specifying 
the  amounts  assessed  by  them  upon  each  lot  or  parcel  of  land  for  main 
or  local  sewerage  separately,  and  file  the  same  with  the  eity  clerk  within 
such  time  as  the  council  shall  direct ; after  the  report  is  filed,  the  coun- 
cil shall  cause  not  less  than  ten  days’  notice  to  begiven  in  two  news- 
papers of  the  city  of  the  object  of  such  assessments,  and  that  the  same 
will  come  before  the  council  for  confirmation  at  a time  to  be  specified 
in  such  notice.  Objections  to  the  assessments  shall  be  in  writing  and 
filed  with  the  city  clerk,  and  objections  may  bo  heard  before  the  city 
council  at  the  time  specified  in  the  notice  ; the  council  may  set  aside 
such  assessmen*^s  or  they  may,  after  hearing  objections,  confirm  the 
same.  If  the  coiuicil  set  the  first  or  any  other  assessment  aside,  they 
may  appoint  other  assessors  of  the  same  qualifications  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  cause  new  assessments  to  be  made,  and  the  proceedings  shall 
be  the  same  as  is  provided  for  in  the  first  assessment ; but  not  more 
than  two  views  or  assessments  shall  be  made  in  any  one  year.  After 
making  any  assessment  for  main  or  local  sewerage  according  to  valua- 
tion or  for  local  sewerage  according  to  feet  front,  or  after  the  confirma- 
tion of  any  assessment  for  main  or  local  sewerage  made  according  to 
benefits,  the  council  may  order  such  percentage  of  the  assessment  for 
main  sewerage,  as  may  bo  necessary  to  pay  the  estimated  costs  and  ex- 
penses of  main  sewerage  for  such  portion  of  any  main  sewer  as  the 
council  shall  have  determined  to  construct  or  re-construct,  together 
with  the  total  assessment  for  local  sewerage  for  such  portion  of  any 
main  sewer,  or  the  assessments  aforesaid  by  valuation  or  feet  front,  to 
be  certified  to  the  city  solicitor  and  collected  as  other  taxes  are  col- 
lected ; and  such  assessments  shall  be  called  sewerage  tax,  and  claims 
for  same  shall  be  registered  in  city  lien  docket  as  unpaid  school  and 
eity  taxes  on  real  estate  ; are  by  this  act  directed  to  be  registered  ; and 
the  same  shall  be  from  the  time  of  such  assessment,  liens  on  such  lots 
and  lands  in  the  hands  or  possession  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  same  as  other  city  taxes,  and  subject  to  the 
same  penalties  if  delinquent ; and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  city  coun- 
cils to  cause  said  assessments  to  be  collected  before  the  work  is  con- 
tracted for. 

Section  49.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  city  council  of  any  such 
city,  to  provide  by  ordinance  for  the  eonstruction  in  any  street  or  pub- 
lic highway  within  such  city,  of  the  proper  house  connections,  branches 
leading  in  all  main  or  branch  sewers,  and  also  water  pipes  and  gas 
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pipes  in  such  streets  or  highways,  and  to  assess  the  cost  and  expenses 
thereof  upon  the  lots  or  parcels  of  laiiil  for  the  acconimodation  of  which 
stieh  connections,  branches  and  jiipes  may  be  constructed  : Pfovidi'd! 
That  in  no  case  except  in  a sanitary  measure,  of  which  councils  shall 
judge,  shall  such  city  council  rciptire  said  house  connection  to  be  built 
further  from  such  sewer  than  tc)  tlie  inner  line  of  the  curb-stone  of  such 
street  or  highway. 

Section  49.  When  any  of  the  improvements  above  provided  for 
shall  have  been  made,  the  city  council  shall  pass  an  ordinance  assessing 
the  cost  thereof  upon  the  lots  or  parcels  of  ground  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  which  such  improvements  were  made,  and  said  ordinance 
shall  declare  the  time  within  which  said  assessments  shall  be  paid  into 
the  city  treasury,  or  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the 
same  under  any  contract  with  the  city  as  the  case  may  be ; and  if  the 
amount  so  assessed  be  not  paid  wdthin  such  time,  interest  at  the  rate  of 
six  iier  cent,  may  be  demandeil  and  collected  ; said  assessment  shall  be 
binding  on  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lots  or  pircels  of  land  person- 
ally, and  shall  also  bo  a lien  upon  such  lots  or  parcels  of  land,  or  against 
any  owner  or  owners,  or  any  person  or  persons  claiming  any  interest 
whatever  therein,  and  the  amount  thus  assessed,  together  with  the  in- 
teiest  and  a penalty  of  live  per  centum,  maybe  recovered  by  suit  before 
a justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  against 
such  owner  or  owners,  in  the  name  of  such  city,  or  in  the  name  of  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall,  under  any  contract  with  said  city,  be  en- 
titled to  demand  the  same  ; and  such  lien  may  be  enforced  by  proceed- 
ings in  any  court  of  the  county  having  jurisdiction  in  similar  cases,  and 
any  of  said  courts  shall  have  and  take  jurisdiction  of  any  such  proceed- 
ings or  actions  and  proceed  as  in  other  cases 

WATER  DEPARTMENT- 

SECTION  50.  The  city  councils  of  any  city  of  the  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  class,  in  addition  to  the  powers  hereinbefore  conferred  for  the  pur- 
poses of  gas  and  water  supply,  and  in  order  to  effect  the  same  more 
fully,  shall  have  the  right,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  author- 
ized to  purchase  for  such  price  or  prices  as  they  may  agree  upon,  all 
the  real,  personal  and  mixed  estate,  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of 
any  water  or  gas  company  or  companies,  in  such  city,  or  convenient 
thereto,  already  in  existence  and  operation,  and  to  receive  a deed  or 
deeds  of  conveyance  of  the  same  to  the  city  ; and  thereafter  the  said 
city  and  the  councils  thereof,  shall  possess  and  exercise  all  the  rights, 
privileges  and  franchises  by  law  belonging,  or  to  such  company  or 
companies  pertaining,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  land  ; and 
also  to  take,  occupy  and  enjoy  any  stream  or  streams,  spring  or  springs 
of  water  in,  near  or  accessible  to  any  of  said  cities,  that  they  may  deem 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  and  purposes  of  this  act,  or  any  lands 
to  which  su:h  stream  or  streams,  spring  or  springs  may  be  appurtenant, 
and  all  such  lauds,  tenements,  hereditaments,  property,  franchises,  estate, 
real  and  personal,  and  materials  as  shall  be  necessary  to  them  in  the 
(>rection,  construction,  maintenance  and  repairing  of  water  and  gas  works 
or  either,  and  for  the  supplying  of  any  of  said  cities  with  gas  or  water, 
with  full  power  to  hold  the  same  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned  ; and 
also  by  themselves,  their  agents,  artisans,  engineers  and  workmen,  with 
their  tools,  instruments,  carts,  wagons  ami  other  carriages  and  beasts  o* 


burden  or  draft,  from  time  to  lime,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  enter 
into  and  upon  such  lauds  or  enclosure,  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  roads  or 
highways  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  hold,  occupy  and  use  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  materials,  ami  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  avoiding 
unnecessary  injury  or  obstruction  to  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  roads  or 
highways,  and  doing  as  little  dam.age  as  possible  to  property,  and  making 
compensation  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  all  species  of  property  taken, 
used  or  appropriated  by  them  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  as  herein  pro- 
vided for. 

Clause  1 Any  city  erecting  or  purchasing  water  or  gas  works  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  constitute 
a department  to  be  called  the  water  and  gas  department  ; and  for  the  bet- 
ter government  and  management  of  the  same,  said  city  shall,  in  its  cor- 
porate capacity,  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to*divide  such 
city  into  four  districts  for  the  election  of  commissioners,  which  districts 
shall  be  numbered  one,  two,  three  aud  four,  one  commissioner  to  be  chosen 
from  each  district  of  which  such  com  nis.sioner  shall  be  a resident  at  the 
time  of  his  election. 

Clause  2.  That  the  councils  of  such  city  shall  meet  in  joint  con- 
vention, and  elect  one  pei'son  from  each  district  in  which  the  same  is 
divided  as  aftoresaid,  and  being  a citizen  of  said  city,  but  not  a member 
of  said  councils,  nor  a person  holding  any  city  office  whatsoever,  and  the 
persons  so  elected  shall  be  styled  commissioners  of  water  and  gas  ; each 
member  of  councils  at  said  first  election  shall  vote  for  two  commissioners, 
and  the  four  persons  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declar- 
ed elected ; one  of  said  commissioners  so  elected  being  one  of  the  two 
highest  in  the  number  of  votes  cast,  and  one  of  said  commissioners 
being  so  elected  being  one  of  the  two  lowest  in  the  number  of  votes  cast, 
shall  hold  office  for  the  period  of  four  years  or  until  their  successors  are 
appointed,  to  be  computed  from  the  second  Wednesday  succeeding  the  city 
election  held  nearest  to  the  time  of  such  election  for  commissioners, 
whether  before  or  after  the  same,  and  the  other  two  so  elected  shall  hold  office 
for  the  period  of  two  years  or  until  their  successor  shall  be  appointed,  to 
be  computed  from  such  second  Wednesday.  The  choice  between  the  high- 
est and  the  two  lowest  at  the  first  election  for  the  term  of  office  held  as  afore, 
said  shall  be  determined  by  lot,  and  thereafter  every  two  years  there  shall  be 
elected  in  joint  convention  of  councils,  on  the  second  Wednesday  succeed- 
ing the  city  election,  two  commissioners  of  water  and  gas,  qualified  as 
aforesaid,  each  member  of  councils  to  vote  for  only  one  commissioner  who 
shall  not  be  a member  of  councils,  and  the  two  persons  receiving  tlie 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  duly  elected  for  the  period  of 
four  years,  or  until  their  successors  are  appointed,  from  the  date  of  their 
election  ; and  no  compensation  shall  be  received  by  said  board  for  their 
services. 

Clause  3.  Whenever  a vacancy  shall  occur  in  said  board  of  com- 
missioners, by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  removal  from 
the  district  for  which  he  was  elected,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  the 
person  so  chosen  by  them  to  fill  said  vacancy,  shall  serve  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  commissioner  whose  place  is  vacated  in  the  manner  following, 
to  wit : If  the  office  vacated  has  been  filled  by  a commissioner,  who  at  the 
lime  Of  his  election  had  tlie  highest  or  next  to  the  highest  number  of 
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voles  ill  tlie  joint  convention  of  conncils,  llieil  liis  colledgile  in  said  board, 
wlio  was  elected  at  the  same  time  with  him,  by  the  same  vote  or  higher  or 
next  liighest  vote  to  him,  shall  311  the  vacancy  by  nominating  to  his  col-' 
league  a person  qualided  as  aforesaiii,  residing  in  the  district  vacated,  and 
if  said  person  shall  be  approved  by  his  two  colleagues,  such  person  shall 
be  declared  duly  elected  for  the  nnexpired  term  ; if  the  office  vacated  has 
l)een  filled  by  a commissioner,  who  at  the  time  of  his  election  was  one  of 
those  having  had  the  lowesi  number  of  votes  in  joint  convention  of  coun- 
cils, then  his  colleague  in  said  board,  who  was  elected  at  the  same  time 
with  him,  by  the  same  vote  or  next  vote  to  him  above  or  below,  shall 
nominate  a person  qualiSed  as  aforesaid  to  his  colleagues,  to  311  such  va- 
cancy, and  if  said  person  shall  be  approved  by  his  two  colleagues,  he 
shall  be  declared  duly  elected  for  the  unexpired  term  of  said  office ; in 
case  two  or  more  vacancies  should  occur,  either  among  those  elected  by 
council  in  joint  convention,  or  those  elected  by  the  board  to  311  vacancies, 
such  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  member.-^  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  ok  the  principle  that  when  filled  the  board  shall  fairly  and 
equally  represent  both  the  majority  and  minority  vote  of  tlie  joint  con- 
vention which  originally  elected  them  ; and  no  member  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  shall  at  any  time  during  the  term  of  office  for  which  he  has 
been  elected,  either  by  the  joint  convention  of  councils  or  by  the  board  of 
commissioners,  be  subject  to  removal  from  office,  except  by  indictment  fur 
misdemeanor  in  office  ; and  said  commissioners  shall  be  duly  sworn  or 
affirmed,  on  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  to  execute  the  same 
with  Sdelity. 

Clause  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  take 
charge  of  the  water  and  gas  department  of  such  city,  and  by  their  sole 
authority  to  employ  and  dismiss  at  pleasure,  a superintendent  and  clerks, 
who  shall  be  secretary  of  the  board,  whose  compensation  shall  be  Sxed  by 
the  select  and  common  councils  in  accordance  with  law.  and  to  employ 
such  laborers,  mechanics  and  workmen  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  economical  administration  of  said  department ; to  purchase  such  ma- 
terials as  may  be  required  for  keeping  said  vvater  and  ga.s  works  in  good 
repair,  but  not  for  the  construction  of  new  works  without  the  consent  and 
direction  of  the  councils.  They  shall  have  charge  and  control  of  all  ex- 
tensions of  the  water  and  gas  into  districts  of  the  city,  now  supplied  or  to 
be  supplied,  and  of  all  construction  and  re-construction  of  the  water  and 
gas  works,  enlargements,  reservoirs,  apparatus,  placing  and  re-placing  of 
nipes,  mains,  conduits  and  enlargements  of  reservoirs  and  excavations  of 
new  reservoirs,  conducting  new  springs  and  streams  of  water  into  the 
reservoirs,  and  of  all  and  everything  appertaining  to  the  good  management 
of  the  water  and  gas  works  as  they  may  be  made  by  the  chy  councils,  and 
to  do  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  imposed  upon  them  by 
councils,  relating  to  the  management  of  said  water  and  gas  department  in 
accordance  with  law. 

Clause  5.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall,  whenever  called  upon 
by  councils,  make  and  submit  to  them  full  estimates  of  the  costs,  charges 
and  expen-es  of  any  new  work,  enlargement,  extension  of  water  and  gas 
supply,  or  alteration  which  councils  may  contemplate  making,  relative  to 
said  works  ; and  said  board  may  at  any  time  submit  to  councils,  at  a 
stated  meeting,  any  suggestions  and  estimates  they  may  see  proper  to 
make,  touching  the  improvements,  extension  of  water  or  gas  supply  or 
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enlargement  of  said  works ; but  )io  new  works  ol  construction,  re-con- 
siruction,  extension,  supply  of  water  or  gas,  or  enlargement  of  said  work, 
shall  be  undertaken  by  said  commissioners,  wi  bout  the  consent  of  councils 
bjing  first  had  aini  obtained. 

Clause  (5.  Whenever  an  extension  of  a supply  of  water  or  gas  to 
portions  of  the  city  not  supplied  ,^hall  be  made  by  tbe  commissioners,  the 
said  comuiis=ioneiS  shall  maUe  out  a full  statement  of  the  number  of  feet 
of  main  pipes  laid  or  exterided  throughout  any  of  the  sti'eets  of  theeitj’  in 
which  main  pipes  were  not  laid  before  the  said  extension,  and  shall  file 
the  same  in  the  department ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  ot  said 
department,  forthwith,  on  receipt  of  said  statement,  to  make  out  a list  of 
all  the  owners  of  houses,  lots  and  buildings  on  each  side  of  the  said 
streets,  through  which  said  water  or  gas  pipes  are  extended,  and  to  charge 
said  owners  thereof,  and  each  of  them,  for  each  and  every  house,  lot  or 
l)uilding  so  situated  iii  said  streets,  at  such  rates  per  foot  as  city  councils 
may  by  ordinance  fix,  of  said  mains  extending  along  the  front  of  their  re 
spective  houses,  lots  and  buildings. 

Clause  7.  Said  charge  shall  be  called  the  frontage  water  or  gas  tax, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  shall  be  collected  as  city  taxes  are  directed  by 
this  act  to  be  collected,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  additional  per  centum 
for  non-payment ; and  if  not  paid  within  the  time  hereinbefore  limited 
for  the  collection  of  city  taxes  on  real  estaie,  the  same  shall  be  registered 
in  the  proper  office  by  the  ;ity  solicitor,  in  the  city  lien  docket,  in  the 
name  of  the  city,  against  the  person  or  persons  charged  with  the  same,  or 
if  any  property  has  been  transferred  after  being  made  chargeable  with 
such  frontage  tax,  against  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  this  act  for  the  registering  of  unpaid  city  and  school  taxes  on 
real  estate,  with  like  force  and  effect  as  to  lien  against  such  property, 
subject  to  the  like  charges  and  fees  for  registration,  search  and  transcript 
by  the  prothonotary,  and  subject  in  all  respects  to  like  mode  of  procedure 
and  remedy  for  recovery  of  the  same. 

Clause  8.  Whenever  the  said  board  of  commissioners  shall  be  equally 
divided  in  the  determination  of  any  question  which  may  arise  in  their 
board,  touching  the  management  of  the  said  works,  the  casting  vote  shall 
be  given  by  the  mayor  of  the  city. 

Clause  9,  The  said  commissioners  shall  have  the  power  by  and  with 
the  approval  of  councils,  to  fix  the  water  and  gas  rates  and  the  quantity 
to  be  used  ; and  for  that  purpose,  they  shall,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
March  in  each  and  every  year,  establish  the  rates  of  the  current  year, 
which  rates  shall  be  submitted  by  them  to  councils  for  their  approval, 
and  when  approved,  such  rates  shall  not  be  changed  for  and  during  the 
year,  but  if  not  approved,  then  ihe  existing  rates  shall  continue  until  mod- 
ified by  the  commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  councils 

Clause  10.  The  city  councils  shall  have  power  to  increase,  enlarge 
and  re-construct  any  wa'er  or  gas  works  they  may  purchase,  and  construct 
new  works,  furnish  new  supplies  of  water  for  the  reservoirs,  and  to  do  all 
and  everything  that  may  be  necessary  for  keeping  the  city,  at  all  times, 
well  supplied  with  good  and  wholesome  water  and  pure  Illuminating  gas. 

Clause  11.  The  said  commissioners  shall  annually,  on  the  second 
Saturday  of  January  in  each  and  every  year,  report  to  the  city  councils  a 
full  statement  of  all  the  repairs,  alterations,  re-constructions,  new  con 
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stnictions,  expenditntds  and  everytliing  relating  to  tlie  management  and 
cost  to  the  city  of  maintaining  tiie  sai<l  works  ; and  tlie  treasurer  of  the 
< ity  shall  keep  liis  accounts  in  sucli  a manner  as  to  .-liovv  in  liis  montlily 
report  distinctly  and  separately,  tlie  entire  amounts  of  revenue  realized 
during  said  month  from  tlie  water  and  gas  departments  of  said  city,  re- 
spectively. 

Olmtsc  12.  The  said  city  councils  shall  pass  such  rules,  regulations 
and  ordinances,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  tliis  act;  Provided,  Tlie  same  shall  not  be  inconsistent 
with  tlie  constitution  or  laws  of  this  commonwealth  or  this  act  ; and  Ihey 
may  impose  tines,  and  penalties  for  all  violations  of  the  laws,  ordinances, 
ml  es  and  regulations  so  established,  recoverable  as  other  fines  and  penal 
ties  are  now  imposed  and  recovered  under  the  provisions  of  this  act : Pro 
vided,  That  no  penalty  for  any  one  otfence  committed  against  such  laws, 
ordinances,  rules  and  regulations,  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Clause  13.  The  city’  councils  shall  provide  by  ordinance  for  the  col. 
lection  by  the  city  treasurer  of  all  the  water  and  gas  rates  that  may  accrue, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  said  city,  for  the  use  of  the  water  and  gas,  fixing 
the  time  when  such  rates  shall  be  paid,  and  the  penalties  for  non-payment 
thereof ; and  sucli  rates  shall  be  charged  to  the  respective  owners  of  the 
real  estate  on  which  such  water  or  gas  is  used,  or  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
and  if  the  same  shall  not  he  paid  for  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
and  ordinance,  claims  for  same  sliall  he  registered  in  the  city  lien  docket, 
in  I he  same  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  in  the  case  of  unpaid  city 
and  school  taxes  on  real  estate,  with  line  force  and  effect  as  to  lien  against 
such  property,  subject  to  like  charges  and  fees  for  registration,  search  and  • 
transcript  by  prothonotary,  and  subject  in  all  respects  to  like  mode  of  pro 
cednre  and  remedy  for  recovery  of  the  same  against  said  p’'operty,  or  any 
part  thereof,  and  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  and  their  assigns. 

Clause  1-1.  That  whenever  any  pipes  or  conyevance  of  water  or  gas 
shall  he  laid  in  any  of  the  streets  or  highways  within  sucli  city,  the  own- 
ers of  the  ground  in  front  wliereof  the  same  shall  be  laid,  sliall  pay  for 
the  expenses  ihereof  such  sum  for  each  foot  of  the  front  of  thair  ground 
upon  such  street  as  city  councils  by  ordinance  mav  ordain  : Provided, 
That  in  all  corner  lots  an  allowance  shall  he  made  of  one  third  the  length 
of  their  front,  hut  such  allowance  shall  he  always  and  only  on  the  street 
or  highway  having  the  longest  front,  and  in  case  both  fronts  are  of  equaj 
dimensions,  the  allowance  shall  be  made  in  the  street  in  which  the  pipe 
sh.all  he  last  laid,  but  in  no  case  shall  the  allowance  exceed  sixty  feet  on 
any  corner  lot,  and  provided  always  that  when  a corner  lot  shall  have 
erected  upon  it  two  or  more  separate  tenements,  there  shall  only  be  an 
allowance  made  equal  to  one-third  of  the  depth  of  the  corner  tenement 
and  tiie  yard  adjoining:  And  provided  farther,  Tliat  the  provisions  of 
this  clause  shall  not  apply  to  any  lot  or  piece  of  ground  in  such  city  upon 
which  there  may  be  a supply  of  water  obtained  fr-irn  a spring  or  well  ; 
but  it  at  any  time  two  owners  of  such  lots  or  nieces  of  ground  shall  desire 
to  obtain  a supply  of  water  from  the  works  of  such  city,  then  and  in  that 
case,  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  fir.st  be  fully  complied  with  and 
performed. 

Section  51.  The  revenues  derived  from  the  department  of  water 
and  gas,  shall  he  applied  only  to  the  purpo.ses  of  said  departments  re- 
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spectivciy,  :iiul  tlio  .surplus  il'any,  t '>  (lie  rciluction  of  the  debt  or  debts 
eontracted  by  the  city  for  eaeb  of  said  departments. 

Seo  pion  That  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  building  improvements  of  any  of  said  cities  to  grade,  curb, 
bridge,  culvert  or  pave  any  of  the  highways  used  as  turnpikes  or  plank 
roads,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  councils  to  agree  for  the  relinquishment 
of  such  parts  thereof  as  may  be  so  required  from  time  to  time,  and  if 
the  parties  cannot  arree,  to  obtain  a jury  of  view  upon  such  parts  to 
assess  the  damage  the  comjiany  owning  the  franchises  may  sustain  by 
the  city  using  the  same  for  said  purposes  ; such  jury  to  be  appointed 
by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  six  in  number  ; 
said  viewers  shall  take  into  consideration  whether  such  turnpike  or 
plank  road  companjr  shall  have  occupied  a previous  public  highway  or 
ground  purchased  by  the  company. 

Section  53  That  in  all  cases  in  which,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  either  in  the  opening  or  widening  of  streets,  or  in  the  erection 
of  water  works,  gas  works  or  public  buildings,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose whatsoever,  lands,  property,  materials  or  franchises  are  required 
to  be  taken  by  any  of  said  cities  of  the  third  class  for  public  purposes, 
and  the  said  city  cannot  agree  with  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  for 
the  compensation  proper  for  the  damage  done,  or  likely  to  be  done  to 
or  sustained  by  any  such  owner  or  owners  of  such  land  or  materials 
which  said  city  may  enter  upon,  use  or  take  away  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  herein  given,  or  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  legal  incapacity 
of  any  such  owner  or  owners,  no  such  compensation  can  be  agreed  upon, 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper  county  on  application  thereto 
by  petition,  either  by  said  city  or  owner  or  owners,  or  any  one  in  be- 
half of  cither,  shall  appoint  seven  discreet  and  disinterested  freeholders 
of  the  proper  county,  neither  of  whom  shall  be  residents  or  owners  of 
property  within  said  city,  and  appoint  a time  not  less  than  twenty  nor 
more  than  thirty  days  thereafter  for  said  viewers  to  meet  at  or  upon 
the  premises,  where  the  damages  are  alleged  to  be  sustained  or  the 
[iroperty  taken,  of  which  time  and  place  ten  days’  notice  shall  be  given 
by  the  potitionci-  to  the  said  viewers  and  the  other  party  ; and  the  said 
viewers  or  any  five  of  them,  having  been  first  duly  sworn  or  affirmed, 
faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  to  decide  and  true  report  to  make 
concerning  all  matters  and  things  to  be  submitted  to  them,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  which  they  are  authorized  to  inquire  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  having  viewed  the  premises  or  examined  and 
considered  the  property,  materials  or  franchises,  they  shall  estimate 
and  determine  the  quantity,  quality  and  value  of  said  lands  so  taken 
or  occupied,  or  to  be  taken  or  occupied,  or  the  property,  franchises  and 
materials  so  used  or  taken  away,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  having  a due 
regard  to  and  makini  just  allowance  for  the  advantages  which  may 
have  resulted,  or  which  may  seem  likely  to  result,  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  said  land  or  property,  franchises  and  materials  in  consequence 
of  the  making  the  improvements,  or  opening  of  said  streets  or  widening 
the  same,  and  if  the  construction  of  public  works  or  improvements  for 
which  the  property,  franchises  or  materials  is  to  be  taken  ; and  after 
having  made  a fair  and  just  comparison  of  said  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages, they  shall  estimate  and  determine  their  value,  and  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what  amount  of  damages  has  been  or  may  be  sustained 
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and  to  whom  payable,  aiul  make  latitoi  t tliereol'  to  the  said  doUrt ; Ami 
if  any  damages  he  awarded,  and  tlu;  l eport  be  confirmed  by  the  said 
court,  judgment  shall  be  entered  thereon;  and  if  the  amount  thereof 
be  not  paid  within  thirty  days  after  the  entry  of  such  indgment,  exe- 
cution may  then  issue  thereon  as  in  other  cases  of  debt  for  the  sum  so 
awarded,  and  the  costs  and  expenses  incurred  shall  be  defrayed  by  the 
said  city  ; and  each  of  the  siiid  viewers  shall  be  entitled  to  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  day  for  every  day  necessarily  employed  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  herein  prescribed,  to  be  paid  by  such  city. 

Section  54.  In  all  cases  where  the  parties  cannot  agree  upon  the 
amount  of  damages  claimed,  or  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  Isgal  inca- 
pacity of  such  owner  or  owners,  no  such  agreement  can  be  made  either 
for  lands,  water,  water  rights,  spring  or  springs,  stream  or  streams, 
franchises,  materials  or  other  property,  the  city  shall  tender  a bond 
with  at  least  two  sulficient  sureties  to  the  party  claiming  or  entitled  to 
any  damages,  or  to  the  attorney  or  agent  of  any  person  absent,  or  the 
agent  or  other  officer  of  a corporation,  or  to  be  guardian  or  committee 
of  any  one  under  legal  incapacity,  the  condition  of  which  shall  be  that 
the  said  city  will  iiay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  such  amount  of  damages  as 
the  party  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties  or  assessed  in  the  manner  provided  for  by 
this  act : Provided,  That  in  case  the  party  or  parties  claiming  damages 
refuse  or  do  not  accept  the  bond  as  tendered,  the  said  city  shall  then 
give  the  party,  his  or  their  a,ent,  attorney  or  other  officer,  a written 
notice  of  the  time  when  the  s tine  will  be  presented  for  filing  in  court ; 
and  thereafter  1 he  said  city  may  present  said  bond  to  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  the  county  where  the  lands,  property,  franchises,  water 
or  materials  are  situated,  and  if  approved  the  bond  shall  be  filed  in  said 
court  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  ; and  recovery  may  be  had 
thereon  for  the  amount  of  damages  assessed,  if  the  same  be  not  paid  or 
can  not  be  made  by  execution  on  the  judgment  in  the  issue  formed  to 
try  the  question. 

Section  55.  The  viewers  provided  for  in  the  foregoing. sections 
of  this  act,  may  be  appointed  before  or  after  the  entry,  taking  or  ap- 
propriation of  any  property,  materials  or  franchises,  for  constructing 
said  improvements  or  taking  materials  therefor  ; and  upon  the  report 
of  said  viewers  or  any  four  of  them  being  filed  in  said  court,  either 
party  within  thirty  days  thereafter  may  file  his,  her  or  their  appeal 
from  said  report  to  said  court ; after  such  appeal,  either  party  may  put 
the  cause  at  issue  in  the  form  directed  by  said  court,  and  the  same  shall 
then  be  ti  led  by  said  court  and  a jury,  and  after  final  judgment  either 
party  may  have  a writ  of  error  thereto  from  the  supreme  court  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  other  cases  ; the  said  court  shall  have  power  to 
order  what  notices  shall  be  given  connected  with  any  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  may  make  all  such  orders  connected  with  the  same  as 
may  be  deemed  recpiisite ; if  any  exceptions  be  fihd  with  any  appeal 
to  the  proceedings,  they  shall  be  speedily  disposed  of,  and  if  allowed  a 
new  view  shall  be  ordered,  and  if  disallowed  the  appeal  shall  proceed 
as  before  provided. 

Section  5G.  Any  city  of  the  third,  fourth  or  fifth  class,  ac- 
cepting the  provisions  ot  this  act,  that  shall  have  already  adopted  a 
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topographical  survey  under  authority  of  existing  laws,  shall  have  the 
right  to  preserve  and  continue  the  same  with  like  effect  as  though  they 
had  not  accepted  the  provisions  hereof. 

Section  57.  Any  city  of  the  third,  fourth  or  fifth  class,  may  be- 
come subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  governing  such  cities  of  the 
third,  fourth  and  fifth  classes,  to  he  hereinafter  incorporated,  or  to  any 
portion  or  portions  of  said  provisions  ; and  the  mayor  and  councils  of 
such  city  may  effect  the  same  by  an  ordinance  thereof,  duly  passed  by 
a majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  branch  thereof  voting  in 
favor  of  the  same,  which  ordinance  shall  recite  fully  such  provisions, 
to  which  it  is  propo.sed  to  make  such  sity  subject ; and  whenever  any 
.such  city  becomes  subject  to  all  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  soverning 
such  cities  to  be  hereafter  incorporated,  a certified  copy  of  such  ordi- 
nance, approved  by  the  mayor  and  duly  certified,  accompanied  by  a 
statement  of  the  vote  thereon,  with  the  names  of  the  members  voting 
for  and  against  such  ordinance,  shall  be  forwarded  to  and  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  ; and  when  so  filed  the 
governor  shall,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  commonwealth,  certify  the 
surrender  of  the  former  charter  and  the  acceptance  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act  by  such  citj%  which  certificate  shall  be  recorded  among  the 
minutes  of  councils,  and  in  the  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds  in  the 
proper  county  ; and  from  the  date  of  such  certificate  the  said  city  shall 
be  governed,  controlled  and  regulated  by  and  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  but  all  of  the  property  and  e.states  whatsoever  of  the  said  city 
shall  be  and  remain  severally  and  respectively  vested  in  the  said  city, 
unchanged  and  as  before  the  said  surrender,  and  all  of  the  elected  offi 
cers  therein  '■hall  hold  their  i-espective  offices  until  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected,  and  shall  have  all  of  the 
rights  and  powers  which  belong  by  law  to  them  respectively,  under 
the  laws  in  existence  at  the  date  of  the  suiTender  as  aforesaid  : no  such 
acceptance  shall  be  construed  to  be  a. repeal  or  surrender  of  any  rights, 
powers,  privileges  and  franchises  heretofore  by  law  conferi-ed  on  such 
city,  nc't  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  ; the  mayor  and 
councils,  school  directors  m-  controllers  and  other  officers  of  such  city, 
shall  continue  to  hold  their  respective  offices  until  the  Fi  iday  succeed- 
ing the  third  Tuesday  of  February  next  following  the  date  of  the  ex- 
piration of  their  office,  as  fixed  by  law  before  the  said  surrender  of  the 
former  charter ; but  in  any  case  in  which  a mayor,  councils,  school 
directors,  controller  or  other  officer  shall  have  been  elected,  and  not  is 
or  are  yet  in  office,  they  shall  hold  their  said  office  for  the  term  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  respectively  been  elected,  and  their  succes- 
sors shall  be  elected  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  on  the  said  last 
named  third  Tuesday  in  Februai-y  ; all  .suits,  prosecutions,  debts,  taxes 
and  claims  whatever  belonging  to  the  said  city,  shall  be  and  remain  of 
full  force,  and  shall  be  sued  for,  recorded  or  collected  under  the  pro- 
visions of  law  governing  the  said  citjg  prior  to  the  sunender  afoi-esaid, 
and  all  proceedings  therefor  commenced  before  such  surrender,  shall 
be  proceeded  in  as  though  no  change  had  been  made ; and  all  claims 
and  demands  of  whatever  nature  against  said  city,  exi.sting  prior  to  the 
(■aid  surrender,  shall  remain  of  full  force  and  be  collected  as  though  no 
change  had  been  made  in  the  laws  regulating  and  governing  such  city. 
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Council  and 
school  boards. 


Increase  of  indebt- 
edness. 
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Suction  58.  Any  city  of  the  third,  fourth  or  fifth  class,  becoming- 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  which  but  a single  branch  of  coun- 
cil now  exists,  may  treat  such  existing  branch  as  the  common  council 
thereof,  and  may  elect  a select  council  as  provided  in  this  act,  at  an  elec- 
tion to  be  held  on  a day  fixed  by  such  council  after  at  least  thirty  days’ 
notice  thereof  given  in  all  the  newsp-iners  in  said  city,  and  when  so  elect- 
ed, the  said  council  shall  organize  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  and 
be  governed  and  controlled  thereby;  also,  any  of  said  cities  in  which 
there  may  be  more  than  one  school  district,  the  several  directors  shall 
meet  jointly  and  perform  all  duties  pertaining  to  the  consolidated  dis- 
trict until  the  next  municipal  election,  but  no  longer,  at  which  time  a 
new  board  of  control  shall  be  elected  as  herein  provided  : Provided, 
That  in  case  of  indebtedness  in  either  of  said  districts,  the  same  shall  be 
liquidated  by  separate  tax  levy  in  the  district  indebted 

bECTiON  59.  Any  city  of  the  third,  fourth  or  fifth  class  accepting 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  debt  whereof  now  exceeds  seven  per  cen- 
tum of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  therein,  may  by 
ordinance  or  ordinances  duly  passed,  increase  its  indebtedness  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  three  per  centum  of  such  assessed  valuation,  and 
no  more  ; Provided.,  That  such  increase  shall  only  be  made  in  the  man- 
ner and  after  the  notice,  and  in  accordance  with  every  requirement  made 
necessary  for  the  increase  of  the  indebtedness  of  a city  of  the  first  class, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  eleventh  section  of  this  act  ; And  provided 
further.  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  as  repealing  any  law  au- 
thorizing the  proper  authorities  of  any  city  included  in  the  third,  fourth 
or  fifth  class  to  issue  bonds  and  fund  their  indebtedness  : Provided,  That 
this  section  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  any  further  in- 
crease of  the  indebtedness  of  cities  whose  indebtedness  has  been  already 
increased  to  the  limit  prescribed  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a supplement. 

Section  19.  That  whenever  any  ward  or  wards  of  any  city  of  the 
third,  fourih  or  fifth  class  shall  be  unrepresented  in  either  brand!  of  the 
councils  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  of  said  city  to  order 
an  election  to  be  held  in  said  ward  or  wards  for  a councilman  or  council- 
men  to  rejiresent  said  ward  or  lyards,  notice  of  which  election  shall  be 
published  in  one  or  mo-e  of  the  newspapers  of  said  city,  at  least  five 
days  before  said  election  takes  place,  and  the  councilman  orcouncilmen 
then  elected  shall  at  the  next  business  meeting  of  the  councils  of  said  city 
take  his  or  their  seat  and  continue  to  hold  the  same  until  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  he  or  they  were  elected;  and  any  city  of  the 
third  class  may,  in  the  manner  and  form  as  now  pr  >vided  by  law,  in- 
crease the  number  of  wa^rls  of  said  city  to  twenty-one 

AN  ACT 

Providing  for  the  levying  and  collection  of  a sinking  fund  tax 

Section  2.  That  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a sinking  fund  for  the 
gradual  extinguishment  of  the  bonds  and  fumled  debt  of  the  re.spective 
cities  of  this  com  nmwe-ilth  tlie  council  of  etch  thereof  shall  annually, 
(until  payment  of  the  bonis  ami  funded  debt  be  fully  provided  for),  lew 
and  collect,  in  addition  to  the  other  taxes  of  said  corporation  a tax  of  not 
less  than  one-fourth  of  one  mill  and  not  exceeding  three  mills  upon  Ihe 
assessed  value  of  the  taxable  property  of  each  of  said  cities,  to  be  c-alled 
the  sinking  fund  tax,  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  an  I shall 
be  applied  towards  the  extinguishmint  of  said  bulls  and  funded  debt  in 
the  order  of  the  date  of  issue  thereof,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 

Approved — The  23d  day  of  March,  A D.  1877. 
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AN  ACT 

Prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the  councils  of  cities  other  than  those  of 
the  first  class,  may  pass  ordinances  authorizing  the  grading  or  paving 
of  avenues,  streets  or  alleys,  and  the  construction  of  sewers  or  bridges. 
Section'  1.  Be  it  enacted,  (S:c.,  Tliat  the  councils  of  cities  of  this  com- 
monwealth shall  not  pass  any  ordinance  authorizing  the  grading  or  paving 
of  any  avenue,  street  or  alley,  or  the  construdiou  of  any  sewer  or  bridge, 
before  they  have  caused  the  city  engineer  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  total 
cost  of  such  improvement,  particularly  stating  the  items  and  the  cost  of 
each,  and  a map  or  plan  of  all  the  property  liable  to  assessment  for  the 
cost  of  the  same,  and  also  caused  the  board  of  viewers  or  other  officers  upon 
whom  the  duty  may  by  law  be  imposed,  to  view  the  property  included  in 
the  map  or  plan  of  the  property  liable  to  such  assessment,  and  make  a 
schedule,  showing  the  total  cash  value  of  the  same,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
ascertained,  and  the  amount  each  property  owner  will  be  liable  to  pay  for 
such  improvement,  which  estimate,  map  or  plan  and  schedule  shall  be 
attached  to  the  ordinance  before  its  passage,  and  shall  remain  on  file  in 
t'le  proper  office  for  the  benefit  of  all  persons  interested  ; and  any  ordi- 
nance which  shall  be  passed  by  the  councils  of  any  city  in  this  common- 
wealth, authorizing  the  grading  or  paving  of  any  avenue,  street  or  alley, 
or  the  construction  of  any  sewer  or  bridge,  before  the  provisions  of  this  act 
are  complied  with,  shall  be  null  and  void  and  of  no  effect ; Provided, 
That  the  provisions  of  this  act  not  extend  to  cities  of  the  first  class. 
Approved — The  1st  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1876. 


AN  ACT 

Relating  to  registration  of  births  and  marriages  by  boards  of  health  wher 
ever  established  by  law  in  the  cities  of  this  commonwealth. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  whenever  boards  of  health  are 
established  by  law  in  the  cities  of  the  commonwealth,  said  boards  shall 
furnish  separate  books  in  which  shall  be  registered,  in  the  manner  here- 
inafter directed,  the  returns  made  to  said  boards  of  the  marriages  which 
may  be  contracted  and  the  births  and  deaths  that  may  occur  in  said  cities. 

Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  clergymen,  of  all  denominations, 
of  clerks  or  keepers  ot  records  of  all  churches  and  religious  societies,  as 
also  of  every  magistrate,  and  of  other  persons  by  or  before  whom  any  mar- 
riage may  hereafter  be  solemnized  or  contracted,  and  of  every  practicing 
physician  and  of  every  practitioner  of  midwifery  in  said  cities,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  July  next  ensuing,  fthe  day  in  which  the  law  goes  into 
effect),  to  report  his,  her  or  their  names  and  places  of  residence  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  board  of  health,  at  the  office  of  the  board  of  health  ; and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  health  to  have  the  same 
properly  registered  in  index  form,  in  suitable  books  to  be  furnished  by 
the  board  of  health  ; in  the  event  of  any  of  the  persons  above  specified 
removing  to  any  other  place  of  residence,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  notify 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  fact  within  thirty  days  after 
such  removal,  except  when  the  persons  removing  shall  cease  to  act  in  such 
capacity  as  makes  them  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  3.  Every  person  practicing  midwifery  in  said  cities,  under 
whose  charge  or  superintendence  a birth  shall  hereafter  take  place,  shall 
keep  a true  and  exact  register  of  such  birth,  and  shall  enter  the  same  on 
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a blank  schedule  to  be  furnished  by  the  board  of  health ; this  schedule 
shall  contain  a list  of  the  births  wliich  have  occurred  under  liis  or  her 
care  during  tlie  preceding  three  months,  and  shall  set  forth,  as  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained,  the  full  name  of  each  child,  (if  any  name  shall 
have  been  conferred),  its  sex,  color,  the  full  name  and  occupation  of  its 
parent  or  parents,  the  day  and  place  of  its  birth  ; and  the  scliedule  shall 
be  delivered,  duly  signed  by  the  practitioner  in  the  form  of  a certificate, 
on  the  first  days  of  October,  January,  April  and  July,  or  within  ten  days 
thereafter,  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  health  or  to  any  other  author 
ized  person.  Incase  the  birth  of  any  child  sliall  have  occurred  without 
^he  attendance  of  a physician  or  practitioner  of  midwifery,  or  should  no 
other  person  be  in  aitendance  upon  the  mother  immediately  there  ifler,  it 
shall  then  become  the  duty  of  the  parent  or  parents  ot  such  child  to  report 
its  birth  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  healtli,  in  the  same  manner  and 
form  and  within  the  perio.i  above  required. 

Section  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  clergyman,  and  every  mag- 
istrate and  of  the  clerk  or  keeper  of  the  records  of  all  religious  and  other 
societies,  and  of  every  other  peison  by  or  before  whom  any  marriage  may 
hereafter  be  solemnized  or  contracted,  to  make  a faithful  return  of  the 
same  at  the  expiration  of  every  three  months,  to  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  health,  in  the  form  of  a certificate,  which  shall  set  forth,  as  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained,  tlie  full  name  of  the  husbind.  Ills  occup  itioii, 
the  place  of  his  birth,  his  residence  ami  age,  tlie  date  of  marriage,  the  full 
name  of  the  wife  previous  to  the  said  marriage,  and  her  age,  the  color  of 
the  parties,  and  the  place  where  and  the  name  of  the  clergyinui  or  other 
person  by  whom  the  marriage  ceremony  was  performed. 

Section  5.  In  case  any  cleryman,  magistrate,  physician,  midwife, 
clerk,  or  any  other  person  a.s  aforesaid,  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  or  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  required  bv 
the  same,  he,  she  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  sucli  oftence.,  the 
sum  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars,  for  tbe  use  of  the 
board  ot  health,  which  sum  or  sums  shall  be  recoverable  as  debts  of  lige 
amount  are  now  by  law  recoverable,  and  on  non-payment  of  the  same,  a 
capias  ad  satisfaciendum  may  issue 

Section  6 The  books  or  registers  kept  by  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  health,  or  a certificate  duly  certified  by  him  as  containing  a copy  ot  the 
record  of  any  marriage  or  birtli,  shall  hereafter  b-i  admitted  in  any  ooui't 
of  the  state  as  pi'ima  facie  evidence  of  said  marriage,  birih  or  death. 

Section  7.  The  secretary  of  the  board  of  health  shall  receive  and  pay 
into  the  city  treasury,  fifty  cents  for  granting  a certificate  or  certified  copy 
of  the  record  of  any  marriage  or  birth,  and  ten  cents  for  making  a search 
for  either  a marriage  or  birth,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  by  the  parties  ap- 
plying for  the  certificate  or  search,  but  the  said  register  shall  at  all  time.s 
be  accessible  to  physicians,  clergymen  and  lawyers  without  charge. 

Section  8.  In  order  to  secure  uniformity  and  dispatch  in  the  regis- 
tration herein  provided  for,  the  books  shall  contain  upon  the  margin  of 
each  page,  printed  titles,  with  corresponding  blanks  for  suitable  entries 
for  marriages  and  births,  in  the  order,  to  wit ; 

Marriages. — Full  name  of  husband,  occupation,  residence,  birthplace, 
age,  when  married,  full  name  of  wife  previous  to  marriage,  residence, 
birthplace,  age  when  married,  time  of  marriage,  color  of  parties,  ceremony 
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employed,  name  of  person  performing  the  marriage,  residence  of  tlie  last 
named  person,  date  of  certificate,  date  of  registration. 

Births. — Fnll  name  of  the  child,  sex,  color,  full  name  of  the  father, 
his  occupation,  full  name  of  the  mother,  day,  month  and  year  of  the  birth, 
street  and  number  of  house  where  born,  name  of  physician  or  other  person 
signing  certificate,  his  residence,  date  of  certificate,  date  of  registration. 

Section  9.  The  said  boards  of  health  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
rules  and  regulations  for  carrjdng  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  effect : 
Provided  however,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  cities 
of  the  first  and  second  classes, 

Approved— The  5th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1876. 


♦ AN  ACT 

In  relation  to  paving,  curbing  and  sewering  in  cities  of  the  commonwealth, 
except  cities  of  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  classes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  tfc  •.,  That  in  all  the  cities  of  this  common- 
wealth, except  cities  of  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  class,  in  which 
the  cost  and  expense  of  paving,  curbing  and  constructing  sewers  is  as- 
sessed upon  the  property  fronting  on,  or  adjacent  to,  any  street  so  im- 
proved, or  on  property  benefltted  thereby  or  the  owner  or  owners  tliereof, 
one-half  of  the  cost  and  expense  of  paving,  curbing  and  sewering  any 
street,  bounded  on  one  side  by  a public  para  or  public  grounds,  for  the 
distance  said  street  is  so  bounded  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund  of 
said  city,  and,  where  any  street  so  improved  is  bounded  on  both  sides  by 
a public  park  or  public  grounds,  the  whole  cost  of  paving,  curbing  and 
sewering,  for  the  distance  said  street  passes  through  said  park  or  public 
grounds,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  city. 

Approved — The  10th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1881. 


AN  ACT 

Providing  tor  taxing  owners  and  harborers  of  dogs  in  cities  of  the  common 
wealth,  and  for  the  destroying  of  dogs. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c That  every  city  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  have  power  to  pass  ordinances  taxing  the  owners  and  harborers  of 
dogs  and  providing  for  the  destroying  of  all  dogs  found  at  large,  contrary 
to  any  ordinance. 

Section  2.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved — The  10th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1881. 


AN  ACT 

Relating  to  the  opening,  widening,  narrowing,  vacating,  and  changing  the 
grades  of  streets,  et  cetera,  in  cities 
The  municipal  authorities  and  courts  having  jurisdiction  in  any  city 
of  this  commonwealth,  shall  have  exclusive  control  and  direction  of  the 
opening,  widening,  narrowing,  vacating  and  changing  grades  of  all  streets, 
alleys,  and  highways  within  the  limits  of  such  city,  and  may  open  or 
widen  streets,  at  such  points,  and  of  such  width,  as  may  be  deemed  nec 
essary  by  such  city  authorities  and  courts,  any  private  or  special  statute 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  ; proceedings  to  be  had  in  such  cases  as 
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Security. 


Section  4,  of  act  of 
May  1,  1876,  cited 
for  amendment. 
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are  now  required  by  law . Streets  commenced  under  any  special  authority 
shall  be  completed,  unless  otherwise  decided  by  councils  ; and  any  of  said 
cities  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper 
county,  enter  security  for  damages  to  private  property  by  reason  of  street 
improvements,  in  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  said  court  may  direct. 

Approved — The  8th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1881. 


AN  ACT. 

To  amend  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
•‘An  act  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  and  regulation  of  certain 
corporations,”  approved  April  twenty-ninth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  relating  to  the  incorporation  and  powers 
of  telegraph  companies  for  the  use  of  individuals,  firms  and  corpora- 
tions, and  fire  alarm,  police  and  messenger  business. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c.,  That  section  four  of  an  act  approved 
May  first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-si.x,  supplementary 
to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  and  regulation  of  certain 
corporations,  approved  April  twenty-ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-four,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

‘‘That  betore  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers  given  under  this  act, 
application  shall  be  first  made  to  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  city, 
town  or  borough,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  exercise  said  powers,  for  per- 
mission to  erect  poles  or  run  wires  on  the  same,  or  over  or  under  any 
of  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  of  said  city,  town  or  borough,  which  per- 
mission shall  be  given  by  ordinance  only,  and  maj’  impose  such  condi- 
tions and  regulations  as  the  municipal  authorities  may  deem  necessary  ; 
Provided,  That  cities  of  the  first  class  shall  he  exempted  from  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,”  be  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  before  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers  given  under  this  act, 
application  shall  be  first  made  to  the  municipal  authories  of  the  city, 
town  or  borough,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  exercise  said  powers,  for  per- 
mission to  erect  poles,  or  run  wires  on  the  same,  or  over,  or  under  any  of 
the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  of  said  city,  town  or  borough,  which  permis- 
sion shall  be  given  Dy  ordinance  only,  and  may  impose  such  conditions 
and  regulations  as  the  municipal  authorities  may  deem  necessary. 
Approved — The  25th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1886. 


AN  ACT 

Giving  priority  of  lien  to  municipal  claims  registered  in  the  prothoiiotary’ s 
office  of  the  proper  county,  in  all  the  cities  of  this  commonwealth, 
except  cities  of  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  class. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  from  and  alter  the  passage  of 
this  act,  in  all  cities  of  this  commonwealth,  except  cities  of  the  first,  sec- 
ond, third  and  fourth  class,  all  municipal  claims  for  grading,  paving,  re- 
paving, curbing  or  re-curbing  sidewalks,  grading,  macadamizing  or  paving 
any  public  street,  lane,  alley,  or  parts  thereof,  and  for  assessments  of 
damages  and  contributions  lawfully  made  for  opening,  widening  or 
straightening  thereof,  and  all  other  matters  that  may  be  subject  of  claim, 
registered  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  each  of  said  cities, 
in  the  mechanics  or  municipal  lien  docket,  in  the  proper  county,  shall  be 
a lien  on  such  real  estate,  from  the  time  of  furnishing  material  and  com- 
mencement of  work  in  grading,  paving,  re-paying,  curbing  or  re  curbing 
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sidew^alks,  an'l  grading,  maea  lainizing  or  pav^ing  any  street,  lane  or  nlloy, 
or  parts  thereof,  and  in  any  ease  of  assessnunts  for  damages  an  I cnntri 
butions  lawfully  made  for  opening,  widening  or  straightening  streets, 
from  the  time  *he  report  of  viewers  or  other  offieers  making  such  assess- 
ments is  filed  in  the  prothonotary’s  office  of  tlie  p’-oper  county,  for  the 
space  of  five  years  ; ani  the  said  liens  may  be  revived  in  like  manner  as 
judgments  ; and  the  lien  hereby  created  shall  have  priority  to  and  shall 
be  fully  paid  and  satisfied  before  any  recognizance,  judgment  or  mortgage 
with  which  the  said  real  estate  may  be  charged,  which  shall  have  been 
given  or  entered  after  the  passage  of  this  act  ; and  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants or  other  persons  in  any  writ  of  fieri  fiician,  venditioni  ^xponas,  or 
levari  facias,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  claim  any  exemption  under  a levy 
and  sale  of  any  real  estate  charged  with  such  municipal  claim,  against 
the  allowance  or  payment  of  the  same  : Provided,  That  the  liens  aforesaid 
shall  not  coniinue  longer  than  six  months,  unless  a municipal  lien  be 
duly  filed  within  that  time  ; and  that  no  sale  upon  such  lien  shall  have 
the  effect  of  divesting  the  lien  of  a mortgage  which  is  prior  to  all  other 
liens,  except  mori gages,  unless  actual  written  notice  of  such  intended  sale 
be  given  to  such  mortgage  lien  creditor  twenty  days  before  the  sale,  and 
proof  of  service  of  said  notice  filed  with  the  writ  on  which  the  sale  is 
made:  And  provided  farther,  That  the  first  judgment  or  mortgage  lien 
creditor  shall  have  the  right,  at  any  time  before  the  sale,  to  pay  the 
amount  of  such  municipal  lien  or  claim,  with  interest  and  costs,  and  shall 
then  he  entitled  to  an  assignment  of  the  same  and  all  the  remedies  given 
by  law  to  the  original  plaintitf  for  the  collection  of  the  same. 

Approved — The  11th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1879. 


May  be  revived. 
To  have  priority. 


No  claim  of  ex- 
emption to  be  al- 
lowed. 


Continuance  of 
lien. 


Sales  not  to  divest 
lie  of  prior 
mortgages,  unless 
notice  given. 


First  lien  credit- 
ors may  pay 
claims,  and  take 
assignments  of 
same. 


